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Blue Mondays
Ewald, Broccoli and the exotic Elvira are three young friends on the run - from the
horrifying possibility of living mundane lives. They all want just one thing - to be
magnificent, on screen or off it, but ideally in front of thousands of people. So
Broccoli, self-styled svengali and 'President of the Society of Geniuses', begins
Operation Brando, an insanely ambitious plan to make them the biggest stars
Hollywood has ever known.Sadly, things don't quite follow this plan and their path
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to global obscurity is by turns hilarious, absurd and tragic. Operation Brando
begins badly and gets rapidly worse- Broccoli is only able to secure auditions for
his disciples as extras in risible youth theatre productions and lousy commercials.
He thinks Ewald would be perfect for the non-speaking role of a spotty kid, for
instance, who has only to fall down stairs to get the part, but even this stretches
Ewald's talents a little too far. All three suffer badly from the burning need to be
somebody else, somebody none of them are quite able to be, and this focus on the
abyss separating desire and reality makes for a richly comic and ultimately moving
novel by one of Europe's most exciting young authors.

Toussaint Louverture
While working on what he hopes will be the world's first sentient computer, Neill
Bassett tries to deal with unresolved feelings for his ex-wife as well as an intended
one-night stand who is turning into much more. 75,000 first printing.

The Terrible Privacy of Maxwell Sim
In the Sounds and Seas
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Published when the author was just twenty-three, Life Goes On was Hans Keilson's
literary debut, an extraordinary autobiographical novel that paints a dark yet
illuminating portrait of Germany between the world wars. It is the story of Herr
Seldersen—a Jewish store owner modeled on Keilson's father, a textile merchant
and decorated World War I veteran—along with his wife and son, Albrecht, and the
troubles they encounter as the German economy collapses and politics turn rancid.
The book was banned by the Nazis in 1934. Shortly afterward, following his editor's
advice, Keilson emigrated to the Netherlands, where he would spend the rest of his
life. Life Goes On is an essential volume for readers of Keilson's later work. At the
age of one hundred, with his one copy of the first edition of Life Goes On in hand,
Keilson told The New York Times that he would love to see his first novel reissued,
and translated as well. "Then you would have my whole biography," he told them.
He died at the age of one hundred and one.

The Tanners
Desire Cordier - mild-mannered former librarian, put-upon husband, lover of boules
- is losing his mind. Or is he? Happily tucked away in the Winterlight Home for the
Elderly, Desire is looking forward to a quiet retirement with the other forgetful
residents, safe in the knowledge that no one knows he's faking his memory loss.
And as if there weren't reasons enough to opt out of the modern world, it would be
worth it just to see Rosa Rozendaal again - the love of Desire's youth, the one who
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got away. But dementia isn't all fun and games. There's a former war criminal
hiding out in the home; once-beautiful Rosa might be too far gone to return
Desire's ardour; and our hero soon begins to suspect he might not be the only one
in Winterlight who's acting a part. A tender love story of demented minds and
honourable hearts, and a razor-sharp satire of the indignities of old age and the
callousness of caregiving,The Latecomer excoriates our society and asks: might we
all be better off forgetting?

Life Goes On
From one of the most accomplished British writers working today, the Man Booker
Prize-shortlisted author of The Wolf Border, comes a unique and arresting
collection of short fiction that is both disturbing and dazzling. Sarah Hall has been
hailed as "one of the most significant and exciting of Britain’s young novelists"
(The Guardian), a writer whose "intelligence and ambition are thrilling to behold"
(BookForum). Her work has been acclaimed as "amazing . . . terrific and original"
(Washington Post). In this collection of nine works of short fiction, she uses her
piercing insight to plumb the depth of the female experience and the human soul.
A husband’s wife transforms into a vulpine in "Mrs. Fox," winner of the BBC Short
Story Prize. In "Case Study 2, " A social worker struggles with a foster child raised
in a commune. A new mother runs into an old lover in "Luxury Hour." In
incandescent prose, full of rich observations and striking clarity, Hall has composed
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nine wholly original pieces—works of fiction that will resonate long after the final
page is turned.

Madame Zero
The Complete Polysyllabic Spree is Nick Hornby's wickedly funny journey through
reading This is not a book of reviews. This is not a book that sneers at other books.
This is a book about reading - about enjoying books wherever and however you
find them. Nick Hornby, author of the bestsellers About a Boy and Fever Pitch takes us on a hilarious and perceptive tour through the books he bought, the books
he read and his thoughts on literature. He is first and foremost a reader and he
approaches books like the rest of us: hoping to pick up one he can't put down. The
Complete Polysyllabic Spree is a diary of sorts, charting his reading life over two
years. It is a celebration of why we read - its pleasures, its disappointments and its
surprises. And above all, it is for you - the ever hopeful reader. For fans of Bill
Bryson and Stephen Fry, and for bookworms everywhere, this witty, passionate
book will make you cherish the world of letters anew. 'An engaged and engaging
ramble around one reader's mind' The Times 'Not only does it make you want to
read more but, like all great books, it's also terrific company' Metro 'For anyone
whose idea of a good time is arguing with friends about their favourite
booksamusing and contagiously enthusiastic' Big Issue
Page 5/29

Read Online Tirza By Arnon Grunberg
The Burnt Orange Heresy (Movie Tie-In)
IN THE SOUNDS AND SEAS, a wordless comic characterized by poetic
investigations in to mythology and the quest for meaning-making, brought to life
by the mesmerizingly patterned ink illustrations of award-winning author Marnie
Galloway. In the style of epic poems of myth and monsters, IN THE SOUNDS AND
SEAS opens with a creation myth: three figures sit around a fire in the woods and
burst in to song, and their voices weave and blend together to make the ocean and
the world. Within this new world the boundary between truth and fiction, fantasy
and reality, are blurred. The protagonist lives in this "sung" landscape where she
builds a ship to sail and find the legendary singers of their world, with the help of
two others who are less haunted by her mission. It is a story about obsessive
creative production, the search for creative community and meaning through art,
and what happens when dreams we invest our whole selves in to fail.

Director's Cut
The new novel by the internationally acclaimed author- "a farce of nuclear
proportions"(Vanity Fair) Arnon Grunberg is one of the most subtly outrageous
provocateurs in world literature. The Jewish Messiah, which chronicles the
evolution of one Xavier Radek from malcontent grandson of a former SS officer, to
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Jewish convert, to co- translator of Hitler's Mein Kampf into Yiddish, to Israeli
politician and Israel's most unlikely prime minister, is his most outrageous work
yet. Taking on the most well-guarded pieties and taboos of our age, The Jewish
Messiah is both a great love story and a grotesque farce that forces a profound
reckoning with the limits of human guilt, cruelty, and suffering. It is without
question Arnon Grunberg's masterpiece.

The Hen who Dreamed She Could Fly
This genre-bending national bestseller is “a horror-dystopic-philosophical mash-up,
drawing comparisons to Borges, The Matrix and Jaws” (The New York Times
Magazine). Eric Sanderson wakes up in a house he doesn’t recognize, unable to
remember anything of his life. A note instructs him to call a Dr. Randle, who
informs him that he is undergoing yet another episode of memory loss, and that for
the last two years—since the tragic death of his great love, Clio, while vacationing
in Greece—he’s been suffering from an acute dissociative disorder. But there may
be more to the story, or it may be a different story altogether. With the help of
allies found on the fringes of society, Eric embarks on an edge-of-your-seat journey
to uncover the truth about himself and escape the predatory forces that threaten
to consume him. Moving with the pace and momentum of a superb thriller,
exploring ideas about language and information, as well as identity, this is
ultimately a novel about the magnitude of love and the devastating effect of losing
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that love. “Paced like a thriller, it reads like a deluge . . . Herman Melville meets
Michael Crichton, or Thomas Pynchon meets Douglas Adams.” —San Francisco
Chronicle “Rousingly inventive.” —The Washington Post “Unforgettable fiction.”
—Playboy “A thriller that will haunt you.” —GQ “Sharp and clear . . . Writing on the
edge of the form.” —Los Angeles Times “Huge fun, and I gleefully recommend it.”
—Audrey Niffenegger, international–bestselling author of The Time Traveler’s Wife
“Fast, sexy, intriguing, intelligent.” —Toby Litt

The Taker, and Other Stories
A stellar host of writers explore the cornerstone of fiction writing: character The
Book of Other People is about character. Twenty-five or so outstanding writers
have been asked by Zadie Smith to make up a fictional character. By any measure,
creating character is at the heart of the fictional enterprise, and this book
concentrates on writers who share a talent for making something recognizably
human out of words (and, in the case of the graphic novelists, pictures). But the
purpose of the book is variety: straight "realism"-if such a thing exists-is not the
point. There are as many ways to create character as there are writers, and this
anthology features a rich assortment of exceptional examples. The writers featured
in The Book of Other People include: Aleksandar Hemon Nick Hornby Hari Kunzru
Toby Litt David Mitchell George Saunders Colm Tóibín Chris Ware, and more Read
Zadie Smith’s newest novel, Swing Time. From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Why Europe Will Run the 21st Century
Barcelona detective Pepe Carvalho’s radical past catches up with him when a
powerful businessman—a patron of artists and activists—is found dead after going
missing for a year. In search of the spirit of Paul Gauguin, Stuart Pedrell—eccentric
Barcelona businessman, construction magnate, dreamer, and patron of poets and
painters—disappeared not long after announcing plans to travel to the South
Pacific. A year later he is found stabbed to death at a construction site in
Barcelona. Gourmand gumshoe Pepe Carvalho is hired by Pedrell’s wife to find out
what happened. Carvalho, a jaded former communist, must travel through circles
of the old anti-Franco left wing on the trail of the killer. But with little appetite for
politics, Carvalho also leads us on a tour through literature, cuisine, and the
criminal underbelly of Barcelona in a typically brilliant twist on the genre by a
Spanish master.

The Latecomer
2006 is a foreign country; they do things differently there. Tiger Woods' reputation
is entirely untarnished and the English Defence League does not exist yet. Stormclouds of a different kind are gathering above the bar of Luton's less than exclusive
Thistle Hotel. Among those caught up in the unfolding drama are a man who's had
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cancer seven times, a woman priest with an unruly fringe, the troubled family of a
notorious local fascist, an interfering barmaid with three E's at A-level but a PhD in
bullshit, a free-thinking Muslim sex therapist and his considerably more pious wife.
But at the heart of every intrigue and the bottom of every mystery is the
repugnantly charismatic Stuart Ransom – a golfer in free-fall. Nicola Barker's The
Yips is at once a historical novel of the pre-Twitter moment, the filthiest state-ofthe-nation novel since Martin Amis' Money and the most flamboyant piece of comic
fiction ever to be set in Luton.

The Story of My Baldness
Achievement tests play an important role in modern societies. They are used to
evaluate schools, to assign students to tracks within schools, and to identify
weaknesses in student knowledge. The GED is an achievement test used to grant
the status of high school graduate to anyone who passes it. GED recipients
currently account for 12 percent of all high school credentials issued each year in
the United States. But do achievement tests predict success in life? The Myth of
Achievement Tests shows that achievement tests like the GED fail to measure
important life skills. James J. Heckman, John Eric Humphries, Tim Kautz, and a
group of scholars offer an in-depth exploration of how the GED came to be used
throughout the United States and why our reliance on it is dangerous. Drawing on
decades of research, the authors show that, while GED recipients score as well on
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achievement tests as high school graduates who do not enroll in college, high
school graduates vastly outperform GED recipients in terms of their earnings,
employment opportunities, educational attainment, and health. The authors show
that the differences in success between GED recipients and high school graduates
are driven by character skills. Achievement tests like the GED do not adequately
capture character skills like conscientiousness, perseverance, sociability, and
curiosity. These skills are important in predicting a variety of life outcomes. They
can be measured, and they can be taught. Using the GED as a case study, the
authors explore what achievement tests miss and show the dangers of an
educational system based on them. They call for a return to an emphasis on
character in our schools, our systems of accountability, and our national dialogue.
Contributors Eric Grodsky, University of Wisconsin–Madison Andrew HalpernManners, Indiana University Bloomington Paul A. LaFontaine, Federal
Communications Commission Janice H. Laurence, Temple University Lois M. Quinn,
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee Pedro L. Rodríguez, Institute of Advanced
Studies in Administration John Robert Warren, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

Tirza
The Myth of Achievement Tests
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Jörgen's life is falling apart and the final straw is his daughter Tirza's trip to Africa
where she goes missing.

The Twin
Maxwell Sim can’t seem to make a single meaningful connection. His absent father
was always more interested in poetry; he maintains an e-mail correspondence with
his estranged wife, though under a false identity; his incomprehensible teenage
daughter prefers her BlackBerry to his conversation; and his best friend since
childhood is refusing to return his calls. He has seventy-four friends on Facebook,
but nobody to talk to. In an attempt to stir himself out of this horrible rut, Max quits
his job as a customer liaison at the local department store and accepts a strange
business proposition that falls in his lap by chance: he’s hired to drive a Prius full of
toothbrushes to the remote Shetland Islands, part of a misguided promotional
campaign for a dental-hygiene company intent on illustrating the slogan “We
Reach Furthest.” But Max’s trip doesn’t go as planned, as he’s unable to resist
making a series of impromptu visits to important figures from his past who live en
route. After a string of cruelly enlightening and intensely awkward misadventures,
he finds himself falling in love with the soothing voice of his GPS system (“Emma”)
and obsessively identifying with a sailor who perpetrated a notorious hoax and
subsequently lost his mind. Eventually Max begins to wonder if perhaps it’s a
severe lack of self-knowledge that’s hampering his ability to form actual
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relationships. A humane satire and modern-day picaresque, The Terrible Privacy of
Maxwell Sim is a gently comic and rollickingly entertaining novel about the
paradoxical difficulties of making genuine attachments in a world of advanced
communications technology and rampant social networking. From the Hardcover
edition.

Silent Extras
An occasionally terrifying and always vivid portrayal of what it was like to live as a
refugee immediately after the end of the Korean War. An occasionally terrifying
and always vivid portrayal of what it was like to live as a refugee immediately after
the end of the Korean War. This novel is based on the author’s own experience in
his early teens in Daegu, in 1954, and depicts six families that survive the hard
times together in the same house, weathering the tiny conflicts of interest and
rivalries that spring up in such close quarters, but nonetheless offering one another
sympathy and encouragement as fellow sufferers of the same national misfortune:
brothers and sisters in privation.

The Jewish Messiah
A masterful tale set in post-Soviet Kiev that's both darkly-funny and ominous In the
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widely hailed prequel to Penguin Lost, aspiring writer Viktor Zolotaryov leads a
down-and-out life in poverty-and-violence-wracked Kiev—he’s out of work and his
only friend is a penguin, Misha, that he rescued when the local zoo started getting
rid of animals. Even more nerve-wracking: a local mobster has taken a shine to
Misha and wants to keep borrowing him for events. But Viktor thinks he’s finally
caught a break when he lands a well-paying job at the Kiev newspaper writing
“living obituaries” of local dignitaries—articles to be filed for use when the time
comes. The only thing is, it seems the time always comes as soon as Viktor writes
the article. Slowly understanding that his own life may be in jeopardy, Viktor also
realizes that the only thing that might be keeping him alive is his penguin.

The Human Body
Confessing to a jury over the course of three hearings, Rupert delivers a rambling,
ranting defense that begins with meeting the love of his life, Mira, and builds up to
a sexual crime that may or may not have happened.

The Dinner
The Brazilian novelist's first short story collection in English translation explores life
in modern day Rio de Janeiro.
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The Complete Polysyllabic Spree
Longlisted for the 2019 Center for Fiction First Novel Prize, Ryan Chapman’s
“gritty, bracing debut” (Esquire) set during a prison riot is “dark, daring, and laughout-loud hilarious…one of the smartest—and best—novels of the year” (NPR). A
largescale riot rages through Westbrook prison in upstate New York, incited by a
poem in the house literary journal. Our unnamed narrator, barricaded inside the
computer lab, swears he’s blameless—even though, as editor-in-chief, he
published the piece in question. As he awaits violent interruption by his many,
many enemies, he liveblogs one final Editor’s Letter. Riots I Have Known is his
memoir, confession, and act of literary revenge. His tale spans a childhood in Sri
Lanka, navigating the postwar black markets and hotel chains; employment as a
Park Avenue doorman, serving the widows of the one percent; life in prison, with
the silver lining of his beloved McNairy; and his stewardship of The Holding Pen, a
“masterpiece of post-penal literature” favored by Brooklynites everywhere. All will
be revealed, and everyone will see he’s really a good guy, doing it for the right
reasons. “Fitfully funny and murderously wry,” Riots I Have Known is “a frenzied
yet wistful monologue from a lover of literature under siege” (Kirkus Reviews).

Southern Seas
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A New York Times Book Review Notable Book, NPR Great Reads, and Onion A.V.
Club Best Book of 2013 Each day before work María Dolz stops at the same café.
There she finds herself drawn to a couple who is also there every morning.
Observing their seemingly perfect life helps her escape the listlessness of her own.
But when the man is brutally murdered and María approaches the widow to offer
her condolences, what began as mere observation turns into an increasingly
complicated entanglement. Invited into the widow's home, she meets--and falls in
love with--a man who sheds disturbing new light on the crime. As María recounts
this story, we are given a murder mystery brilliantly encased in a metaphysical
enquiry, a novel that grapples with questions of love and death, chance and
coincidence, and above all, with the slippery essence of the truth and how it is told.
This ebook edition includes a reading group guide.

Amuse-bouche
A taut, psychological mind-bender from the bestselling author of I’m Thinking of
Ending Things. We don’t get visitors. Not out here. We never have. In Iain Reid’s
second haunting, philosophical puzzle of a novel, set in the near-future, Junior and
Henrietta live a comfortable, solitary life on their farm, far from the city lights, but
in close quarters with each other. One day, a stranger from the city arrives with
alarming news: Junior has been randomly selected to travel far away from the
farmvery far away. The most unusual part? Arrangements have already been made
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so that when he leaves, Henrietta won't have a chance to miss him, because she
won't be left alone—not even for a moment. Henrietta will have company. Familiar
company. Told in Reid’s sharp and evocative style, Foe examines the nature of
domestic relationships, self-determination, and what it means to be (or not to be) a
person. An eerily entrancing page-turner, it churns with unease and suspense from
the first words to its shocking finale.

Phantom Pain
"The Tanners is a contender for Funniest Book of the Year."—The Village Voice The
Tanners, Robert Walser’s amazing 1907 novel of twenty chapters, is now
presented in English for the very first time, by the award-winning translator Susan
Bernofsky. Three brothers and a sister comprise the Tanner family—Simon, Kaspar,
Klaus, and Hedwig: their wanderings, meetings, separations, quarrels, romances,
employment and lack of employment over the course of a year or two are the
threads from which Walser weaves his airy, strange and brightly gorgeous fabric.
“Walser’s lightness is lighter than light,” as Tom Whalen said in Bookforum:
“buoyant up to and beyond belief, terrifyingly light.” Robert Walser—admired
greatly by Kafka, Musil, and Walter Benjamin—is a radiantly original author. He has
been acclaimed “unforgettable, heart-rending” (J.M. Coetzee), “a bewitched
genius” (Newsweek), and “a major, truly wonderful, heart-breaking writer” (Susan
Sontag). Considering Walser’s “perfect and serene oddity,” Michael Hofmann in
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The London Review of Books remarked on the “Buster Keaton-like indomitably sad
cheerfulness [that is] most hilariously disturbing.” The Los Angeles Times called
him “the dreamy confectionary snowflake of German language fiction. He also
might be the single most underrated writer of the 20th century.The gait of his
language is quieter than a kitten’s.” “A clairvoyant of the small” W. G. Sebald calls
Robert Walser, one of his favorite writers in the world, in his acutely beautiful,
personal, and long introduction, studded with his signature use of photographs.

A Working Theory of Love
Mount Ararat in Turkey is where, as biblical tradition has it, Noah's Ark ran aground
and God made his covenant with mankind. Now it stands astride the fault-line
between religion and science, a geographical, political and cultural crossroads,
bound up with the centuries-old history of warfare between different cultures in
this region. Frank Westerman takes a pilgrimage from the mountain's foot to its
highest slopes, meeting along the way geologists, priests and an expedition in
search of the Ark's remains, as well as a Russian astronaut who observes that
'there is something between heaven and earth about which we humans know
nothing'. Ararat is a dazzling, highly personal book about science, religion and all
that lies between, by one of Europe's most celebrated young writers.
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Comedy in a Minor Key
At the end of the 1700s, French Saint Domingue was the richest and most brutal
colony in the Western Hemisphere. A mere twelve years later, however, Haitian
rebels had defeated the Spanish, British, and French and declared independence
after the first—and only—successful slave revolt in history. Much of the success of
the revolution must be credited to one man, Toussaint Louverture, a figure about
whom surprisingly little is known. In this fascinating biography, Madison Smartt
Bell, award-winning author of a trilogy of novels that investigate Haiti’s history,
combines a novelist’s passion with a deep knowledge of the historical milieu that
produced the man labeled a saint, a martyr, or a clever opportunist who instigated
one of the most violent events in modern history. The first biography in English in
over sixty years of the man who led the Haitian Revolution, this is an engaging
reexamination of the controversial, paradoxical leader. From the Trade Paperback
edition.

House with a Sunken Courtyard
In this darkly funny novel, an obsessive Viennese philosophy student is in search of
l'amour.
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The Yips
On the eve of Holland's liberation from the Nazis, Anton, a young man from a lowerclass family stands on the bank of an Amsterdam river and recalls the golden
summer of 1939, which he spent with David, a self-assured, affluent teenager, as
they train as oarsmen on the river under the tutelage of a German coach. Reprint.

Foe
A long-lost French novel in which three soldiers return home from an unpopular,
unspeakable war When On Leave was published in Paris in 1957, as France's
engagement in Algeria became ever more bloody, it told people things they did not
want to hear. It vividly described what it was like for soldiers to return home from
an unpopular war in a faraway place. The book received a handful of reviews, it
was never reprinted, it disappeared from view. With no outcome to the war in
sight, its power to disturb was too much to bear. Through David Bellos's
translation, this lost classic has been rediscovered. Spare, forceful, and moving, it
describes a week in the lives of a sergeant, a corporal, and an infantryman, each
home on leave in Paris. What these soldiers have to say can't be heard, can't even
be spoken; they find themselves strangers in their own city, unmoored from their
lives. Full of sympathy and feeling, informed by the many hours Daniel Anselme
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spent talking to conscripts in Paris, On Leave is a timeless evocation of what the
history books can never record: the shame and the terror felt by men returning
home from war.

The Infatuations
This modern Korean fable tells the story of a hen named Sprout who plans to
escape her farm and go into the wild to hatch one of her eggs that are routinely
taken from her and brought to the market. Original.

Ararat
Those who believe Europe to be weak and ineffectual are wrong. Turning
conventional wisdom on its head Why Europe Will Run the 21st Century sets out a
vision for a century in which Europe will dominate, not America. This is the book
that will make your mind up about Europe.

On the Water
A penetrating study of ordinary people resisting the Nazi occupation—and, true to
its title, a dark comedy of wartime manners—Comedy in a Minor Key tells the story
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of Wim and Marie, a Dutch couple who first hide a Jew they know as Nico, then
must dispose of his body when he dies of pneumonia. This novella, first published
in 1947 and now translated into English for the first time, shows Hans Keilson at his
best: deeply ironic, penetrating, sympathetic, and brilliantly modern, an heir to
Joseph Roth and Franz Kafka. In 2008, when Keilson received Germany's
prestigious Welt Literature Prize, the citation praised his work for exploring "the
destructive impulse at work in the twentieth century, down to its deepest
psychological and spiritual ramifications." Published to celebrate Keilson's
hundredth birthday, Comedy in a Minor Key—and The Death of the Adversary,
reissued in paperback—will introduce American readers to a forgotten classic
author, a witness to World War II and a sophisticated storyteller whose books
remain as fresh as when they first came to light.

The Book of Other People
How friendship, European literature, and a charismatic professor defy war,
oppression, and the absurd Set in 1980s South Korea amid the tremors of political
revolution, I’ll Be Right There follows Jung Yoon, a highly literate, twenty-something
woman, as she recounts her tragic personal history as well as those of her three
intimate college friends. When Yoon receives a distressing phone call from her exboyfriend after eight years of separation, memories of a tumultuous youth begin to
resurface, forcing her to re-live the most intense period of her life. With profound
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intellectual and emotional insight, she revisits the death of her beloved mother,
the strong bond with her now-dying former college professor, the excitement of her
first love, and the friendships forged out of a shared sense of isolation and grief.
Yoon’s formative experiences, which highlight both the fragility and force of
personal connection in an era of absolute uncertainty, become immediately
palpable. Shin makes the foreign and esoteric utterly familiar: her use of European
literature as an interpreter of emotion and experience bridges any gaps between
East and West. Love, friendship, and solitude are the same everywhere, as this
book makes poignantly clear.

On Leave
When his twin brother dies in a car accident, Helmer is obliged to return to the
small family farm. He resigns himself to taking over his brother's role and spending
the rest of his days 'with his head under a cow'. After his old, worn-out father has
been transferred upstairs, Helmer sets about furnishing the rest of the house
according to his own minimal preferences. 'A double bed and a duvet', advises
Ada, who lives next door, with a sly look. Then Riet appears, the woman once
engaged to marry his twin. Could Riet and her son live with him for a while, on the
farm?'The Twin' is an ode to the platteland, the flat and bleak Dutch countryside
with its ditches and its cows and its endless grey skies. Ostensibly a novel about
the countryside, as seen through the eyes of a farmer, 'The Twin' is, in the end,
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about the possibility or impossibility of taking life into one's own hands. It
chronicles a way of life which has resisted modernity, is culturally apart, and yet
riven with a kind of romantic longing. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.

Death and the Penguin
Based on a true story, Arthur Japin’s new novel is a tale of consuming love and
artistic creation that reimagines the last romance of the legendary filmmaker
Federico Fellini. In Director’s Cut we enter the mind of Snaporaz, the lion of Italian
cinema, as he slips into a coma in his final days. Having always drawn inspiration
from the world of his dreams, he welcomes the chance to take account of his life
and, in particular, his most recent love affair, with a beautiful but tempestuous
young actress called Gala. Here is the story as Snaporaz tells it. Lured by the
glamour of Rome, Gala and her boyfriend, Maxim, an actor as well, are hoping to
be discovered when they manage the impossible: entrée to the studio of the great
master. Despite an age difference of four decades, Gala soon becomes Snaporaz’s
mistress, leaving Maxim, guardian of her secrets and her fragile health, to be an
anxious and helpless observer of her physical and spiritual decline. As Gala
becomes increasingly dependent on Snaporaz’s attentions, her desperation never
to disappoint him leads her down a reckless path to anorexia and prostitution
before the one true bond in her life is restored. Snaporaz’s intoxicatingly
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baroque—Felliniesque—account of the affair slyly challenges us again and again to
ask what is dream and what is reality, and to conclude that the difference is
irrelevant when such a genius immerses himself in his most natural element: the
imagination. A dazzling tale from one of Europe’s most celebrated writers.

Rupert
Now a major motion picture directed by Giuseppe Capotondi, with Claes Bang,
Elizabeth Debicki, Mick Jagger and Donald Sutherland “A spiky romance laced with
art-history references and the trappings of a sleekly elegant neo-noir.” —The
Hollywood Reporter Fast-talking, backstabbing, womanizing, and fiercely ambitious
art critic James Figueras will do anything—blackmail, burglary, and beyond—to
make a name for himself. When an unscrupulous collector offers Figueras a careermaking chance to interview Jacques Debierue, the greatest living—and most
reclusive—artist, the critic must decide how far he will go to become the art-world
celebrity he hungers to be. Will Figueras stop at the opportunity to skim some
cream for himself or push beyond morality’s limits to a bigger payoff? Crossing the
art world with the underworld, Willeford creates a novel of dark hue and high
aesthetic polish. The Burnt Orange Heresy—the 1970s crime classic now back in
print—has lost none of its savage delights as it re-creates the making of a
murderer, calmly and with exquisite tension, while satirizing the workings of the art
world as the ultimate con.
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I'll Be Right There
A one-time literary novelist of some respectability, now brought low by the double
insult of obscurity and crippling debt, Robert G. Mehlman is a man in need of
money and recognition, fast. But Mehlman's publisher is only interested in his long
overdue novel, since the people don't want short stories, and his portfolio was
liquidated months ago. So, it is to culinary writing that he turns. A practiced
decadent, a habitual spendthrift, and a serial womanizer, he has, ostensibly, all the
right qualities. But the path to fame is never a smooth one. Phantom Pain is the
bitterly funny but unpublished manuscript of Mehlman's autobiography. In it, he
tells the parallel stories of his decaying marriage and his puzzling affair with a
woman he meets by chance and who accompanies him on the road. York City to
Atlantic City where they gamble away most of Mehlman's remaining funds and
then North, to Albany, where he finds unlikely salvation and the inspiration for his
book, Polish-Jewish Cuisine in 69 Recipes. Framed by Mehlman's son's account of
his famous father, this novel-within-a-novel is a darkly hilarious tale of a writer's
fall and his subsequent rise. Phantom Pain has all the characteristic mixture of
slapstick and stark despair that has made Arnon Grunberg one of the most
interesting, certainly the funniest, and arguably the best Dutch writer working
today.
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The Raw Shark Texts
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The darkly suspenseful tale of two families
struggling to make the hardest decision of their lives—all over the course of one
meal. Now a major motion picture. “Chilling, nasty, smart, shocking, and
unputdownable.”—Gillian Flynn, author of Gone Girl It’s a summer’s evening in
Amsterdam, and two couples meet at a fashionable restaurant for dinner. Between
mouthfuls of food and over the scrapings of cutlery, the conversation remains a
gentle hum of polite discourse. But behind the empty words, terrible things need to
be said, and with every forced smile and every new course, the knives are being
sharpened. Each couple has a fifteen-year-old son. The two boys are united by
their accountability for a single horrific act—an act that has triggered a police
investigation and shattered the comfortable, insulated worlds of their families. As
the dinner reaches its culinary climax, the conversation finally touches on their
children, and as civility and friendship disintegrate, each couple shows just how far
they are prepared to go to protect those they love. A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE
BOOK “A European Gone Girl . . . A sly psychological thriller.”—The Wall Street
Journal “Brilliantly engineered . . . The novel is designed to make you think twice,
then thrice, not only about what goes on within its pages, but also the next time
indignation rises up, pure and fiery, in your own heart.”—Salon “You’ll eat it up,
with some fava beans and a nice Chianti.”—Entertainment Weekly “[Koch] has
created a clever, dark confection . . . absorbing and highly readable.”—New York
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Times Book Review “Tongue-in-cheek page-turner.”—The Washington Post “[A]
deliciously Mr. Ripley-esque drama.”—O: The Oprah Magazine

Riots I Have Known
"A platoon of young men and one woman soldier leaves Italy for one of the most
dangerous places on earth. Forward Operating Base (FOB) in the Gulistan district of
Afghanistan is nothing but an exposed sandpit scorched by inescapable sunlight
and deadly mortar fire. Each member in the platoon manages the toxic mix of
boredom and fear that is life at the FOB in his own way. When a much-debated
mission goes devastatingly awry, their lives are changed in an instant"--
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