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Hopkins

Written in the 1950s, this book defines and anticipates, in a prophetic way, the role
of the laity in the Church, and the intimate relationship between the Church and
the world. These two themes were recognized by the Second Vatican Council
especially in the two constitutions "On the Church" and "The Church in the Modern
World." Von Balthasar's "bastions" are barriers erected over the centuries which
separated the laity from the clergy and the Church from the world. He pleads for a
Church that interprets "the signs of the age," grasps them and answers them,
allowing herself to be awakened by the Holy Spirit and by the age "from the bed of
historical sleep for the dead of today." The new function of the Church is to be the
"yeast of the world"--she must understand herself as the "instrument of the
mediation of salvation to the world." Stressing that the hour of the laity is sounding
in the Church, von Balthasar makes it clear that the "true program of the Church
for today is: the most powerful radiance into the world through the most
immediate imitation of Christ."

Razing the Bastions

Hans Urs Von Balthasar and Protestantism

This is the story of the cult of the Virgin Mary. For centuries, Mary has been
venerated, and her virginity and humility promoted as an example to Christian
women. In some theological circles, the cult of the Virgin has been blamed for
supporting the cause of social and political oppression. In this history, the author
throws light on both theories. In western Europe, she argues that the Virgin's
significance - in terms of attitudes to womanhood and motherhood - has been
closely bound up with economic and social factors.
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The Art of Theology

Life Out of Death

"Saward succeeds admirably in gathering all of theelements of Balthasarian vision
together so that the reader cansee how certain key moments motivate his whole
corpus ofwritings".

The Beauty of Christ

This series offers a range of authoritative studies on people who have made an
outstanding contribution to Christian thought and understanding. The series will
range across the full spectrum of Christian thought to include Catholic and
Protestant thinkers and to cover East and West, historical and contemporary
figures. By and large, each volume will focus on a single "thinker", but occasionally
the subject may be a movement or a school of thought. Hans Urs von Balthasar
(1905-88) is now acknowledged as one of the twentieth century's greatest Roman
Catholic theologians -- along with such others as Yves Congar, Bernard Lonergan,
and Karl Rahner. His voluminous writings deal with the whole range of Christian
doctrine. The significance of Scripture, the notion of creation, the nature and
purpose of people, the meaning of faith, the nature and work of Christ are all topics
on which Balthasar has written. English translations of Balthasar's major works
have only been available in the last twentyyears. Until now, there has been no
substantive English-language introduction to Balthasar's thinking. Ideal for
students and general readers, this book, at last, clearly illuminates the entire range
of his achievement.

The Holy Family as Prototype of the Civilization of Love

"A magnificent introduction". -- The New York Times "Splendidly written..". --
Choice

Light in Darkness

If «the economic Trinity is the immanent Trinity», as Karl Rahner said, then what
difference does it make for how we read the Bible? This book takes up the
discussion that has dominated the last several decades of Trinitarian theology -
that of Rahner's Rule - and brings it into dialogue with the longer history of the
doctrine, particularly with the history of interpretation of scripture. The history of
Trinitarianism is the history of complex interpretive moves, a long conversation in
which the Christian church has sought to learn how to ask the right questions of
scripture. Surveying recent theological projects and learning from their successes
and failures, The Image of the Immanent Trinity argues that the eternally perfect
fellowship of Father, Son, and Spirit is truly present for our salvation in Christ who,
as the image of the invisible God, secures God's presence in the economy of
salvation as the image of the immanent Trinity.

The Image of the Immanent Trinity
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Index to Book Reviews in Religion

Theologian, poet, public intellectual, and clergyman, Rowan Williams is one of the
leading lights of contemporary British theology. He has published over twenty
books and one hundred scholarly essays in a distinguished career as an academic
theologian that culminated in his appointment as Lady Margaret Professor of
Divinity at Oxford University. Williams left this post to serve in the Anglican Church,
first as Bishop of Monmouth, then Archbishop of Wales, before finally being
enthroned in 2003 as the 104th Archbishop of Canterbury. In this collection of
essays, a talented younger generation of Australian theologians critically analyzes
the themes that bind together Williams's theology. These sympathetic yet probing
essays traverse the full breadth of Williams's work, from his studies on Arius, the
Desert Fathers, Hegel, and Trinitarian theology to his more pastoral writings on
spirituality, sexuality, politics, and the Anglican Church.

The Service of Glory

The eminent theologian, Aidan Nichols, OP, plunges into the depths of the great
nineteenth-century Jesuit poet Gerard Manley Hopkins. Nichols's profound insights
into the theological meanings of Hopkins's poems exhibit the truth of beauty and
the beauty of truth.

Hans Urs Von Balthasar

As a text for college or graduate student courses, as a scholarship reference, and
as a guide for interested educated laity, "The Trinity and the Paschal Mystery" is an
exhilarating and invigorating journey into the most central of the Christian
mysteries, the triune God. The book is a valuable and thought-provoking resource
that complements and enriches current theologies of the Trinity.

On Rowan Williams

These essays reconceptualize the body and its desires, argue that Christian
sexuality is meaningful for the good of the Church and that bodies are the mobile
products of changing discourses and regimes of power.

The Trinity and the Paschal Mystery

In this book Ian Wallis offers a new way of looking at Holy Saturday and its
meaning for us, theologically, practically and liturgically. The period after the
crucifixion and before belief in the Resurrection is of central importance, he
suggests, in understanding the Christian Movement. Drawing on contemporary
studies into bereavement, the author suggests that the grief of Jesus' followers was
shaped by their Jewish heritage, and by their apprenticeship under Jesus. There is
much in this study which throws light not only on the beginnings of Christian faith,
but also on the contemporary challenge of maintaining Jesus' accessibility and
significance for the pursuit of an authentic humanity.
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Mary for Today

In spring 1996, Saint Joseph's University hosted the exhibition "The Holy Family as
Prototype of the Civilization of Love: Images from the Viceregal Americas," which
commemorated the 75th anniversary of the introduction of the Feast of the Holy
Family to the liturgical calendar of the Universal Church. The exhibition displayed
paintings from the Spanish Colonial period, rare books and engravings from
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe, and lithographs and devotional
paintings on tin from nineteenth-century Mexico and New Mexico. Culled from
private collections, galleries in Miami, New York, Washington D.C., and institutional
collections of several Catholic universities, these art works offered a visual
chronicle of the evolution of devotion to the Holy Family.

Time, Eternity, and the Trinity

Empress and Handmaid

Why has the reality of other religions become a big problem for Christianity? In the
past, Christianity has been able to largely ignore other religions but in recent
decades, not just the reality, but the vitality of other religions has become a
challenge. This accessible book tackles a number of questions arising from these
changes: is belonging to one religion rather than another merely a matter of
cultural preference?; is salvation the same among all religions?; and what can be
learned from other religions? Considering wider issues of how modernity has
defined “religion,” Gavin D’Costa provides a substantial critique of secular ways of
controlling religions, and shows how Christianity is very well suited to deal with
religious plurality at the doctrinal and social level. The book makes a decisive
contribution to debates about the clash between Islam and the West, arguing that
the major threat to religious freedoms come from secularism, and that Islam and
Christianity both have the resources to develop a vibrant and pluralist “public
square” informed by intellectual debate. By engaging with the core questions and
suggesting a pathway through the various answers that have been proposed in
recent years, this is an ideal introduction to the field, and one which will help
stimulate ideas and discussions.

The City of Rome and the World of Bede

Among Hans Urs von Balthasar's vast corpus of theological works not one is found
devoted specifically to an elaboration of a doctrine of God the Father. This study
gathers and interprets Balthasar's many scattered reflections on the mystery of
the God of Jesus Christ - especially those concentrated in his Theological Dramatic
Theory - on its way to constructing an approach towards a theology of God's
Fatherhood. Several of the most significant current issues in theology are
addressed in this study, such as a reinterpretation of divine omnipotence in terms
of the Father's all-powerful powerlessness, the question of the possibility of
coexistence between infinite freedom and finite freedom, an understanding of the
immutability of God that allows for the Father's being affected in some way by
finite freedom, and an account of the Father's generative act that sees as integral
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to it a properly paternal modality of receptivity.

Christianity and World Religions

With this lucid and profound commentary on the last three parts of the Catholic
Catechism, Aidan Nichols provides one of the richest and most solidly-based
accounts in English of how Catholic Christians should worship, behave and pray.

Mary and the Eucharist

One of the vital issues in contemporary Christian theology is the problem of a
renewed understanding of God's eternity and its relation to time. This is not merely
a peripheral doctrinal issue, but lies at the heart of our understanding of God and
humanity, and contributes to our entire worldview. This study focuses on a long-
standing debate between two competing views on God's eternity: one focused on
God's absolute timelessness in classical theism, and the other on God's temporal
everlastingness in contemporary panentheism. In contrast to both of these well-
worn options, this book presents an alternative Trinitarian analogical
understanding of God's eternity and its relation to time, especially through a
critical reflection on Karl Barth's and Hans Urs von Balthasar's engagement of the
issue. This analogical approach, based on the dynamic and dramatic concepts of
God's being-in-relation and of the Triune God's communicative action in eternity
and time, has the potential to resolve the debate between absolute timeless
eternity and temporal everlasting duration.

The Contemporary Theologians

In a time when Catholic Laity are being particularly challenged to develop as Laity,
the Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar's work, drawing on Scripture and
Tradition, offers a rich source of understanding of what it means to be a lay person;
what it means to be a Catholic man or a Catholic woman; what it means to
participate in liturgy. Most of all however his work offers a profound understanding
of what it means to be in the world as a follower of Christ in his Church. Bevil
Bramwell OMI offers an extensive survey of the theology of von Balthasar
comparing it with other luminaries of the twentieth century such as Joseph
Ratzinger, Karl Rahner SJ, Yves Congar OP, Henri de Lubac SJ and John Paul II.
There are also numerous references to the secondary literature and a substantial
comparison with the teaching of the Second Vatican Council. This book is a tribute
to one of the great theologians of the Twentieth century.

Saving Beauty

How can one believe in a God of love amid all the evil and suffering found in the
world? How does one do theology 'after Auschwitz', while vast numbers of people
still have to endure violent oppression every day? This book seeks to address such
questions from a standpoint informed by life in Africa, which in the face of
extraordinary difficulties bears witness to Gospel hope by demonstrating
forgiveness in action and promoting reconciliation. The work unfolds in two parts.
In the first part, a description of the misery that characterises much of life in Africa
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in the recent past opens up to a theological consideration of the underlying causes
and of God's response to them. In the second part, the joy which is so
characteristic of life in Africa even in places of immense suffering sets the scene
for detailed reflections on liturgy, memory, forgiveness and hope.

In the Fullness of Faith

It was the conviction of the Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar (1905-1988)
that the reservation of priestly ordination to men is intrinsically connected to the
significance of the incarnation of Christ as a male. Von Balthasar was convinced
that the incarnation of the eternal Son as male plays an intrinsic role in his
economic mission. The present study is an attempt to understand the teaching of
the Magisterium reserving priestly ordination to men by an exposition and analysis
of the revelatory significance of the incarnation of Christ as male, and the relation
of his maleness to priestly ordination according to the theology of von Balthasar.

Pattern of Redemption

Spirit and Beauty

A rich harvest of scripture and tradition about the Mother of God

Holy Saturday Faith

This work is an attempt to learn about and learn from fifty prominent
contemporary theologians, tracing trends and discerning directions in today's
theological landscape. The new priests of St. Joseph Pontifical Seminary, Alwaye, of
the year 2006-2007, are the primary contributors to this volume.

The Cumulative Book Index

Say It Is Pentecost completes Aidan Nichols's presentation of the great theological
trilogy of Hans Urs von Balthasar. This book offers a comprehensive summary and
interpretation of Balthasar's logic. Nichols also considers the way in which the early
volume The Truth of the World points forward to the theological aesthetics and
dramatics and also how Theo-Logic's concluding volumes pick up the themes of
The Glory of the Lord and Theo-Drama. He looks particularly at how Balthasar
relates revelation of divine beauty and divine goodness to the unfolding of divine
truth. The book concludes with a retrospective review of the trilogy as a whole.
Praise for Aidan Nichols's Introduction to Hans Urs von Balthasar series: "[T]he
definitive commentary on Balthasar's great theological trilogy. . . . Let no one now
complain that they do not know how to find their way through the works of
Balthasar. Father Nichols is at hand as a trustworthy guide."--John Saward, author
of The Way of the Lamb "[These volumes] confirm Aidan Nichols as an
authoritative guide to the writings of Balthasar."--Heythrop Journal "Fr. Nichols's
latest book--the first work on Balthasar devoted exclusively to Theo-Logic to be
published in any language--should be warmly received. Fr. Nichols not only
presents Balthasar's thought systematically but provides numerous examples and
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other explanatory notes that make it easier to grasp. Say It Is Pentecost is
particularly attentive to Balthasar's insistence on constantly relating the unfolding
of divine truth to the revelation of beauty and goodness throughout history."--Crisis
Aidan Nichols, O.P., is prior of the Dominican community at Blackfriars, Cambridge.
"Readers will find that the metaphysics explained by Nichols provides a key to a
fuller understanding of the earlier parts of Balthasar's trilogy. This alone makes Say
It Is Pentecost essential reading for those seeking a deeper understanding of
Balthasar's work as a whole."--Theology "While Balthasar's text is fairly demanding,
Nicholas manages to render it accessible. . . . A fine introduction to Balthasar's
theology of truth. Nicholas is to be commended for his scholarly yet accessible
copmanions to the Esthetics, the Dramatics, and now the Logics."--Theological
Studies "Like a river in spring fed from countless mountain torrents, Balthasar's
trilogy sustains a vigorous prose to the very end, through fifteen volumes! What
can be turbulent and disorienting in this adventure, Nichols has transformed into a
gentle flowing stream. . . . According to Nichols' reckoning, Balthasar's 'dogmatics'
is due to be an essential thread in the future Catholic tapestry. For this reason, a
guide such as Nichols provides an ancillary service that should prove to have a
long shelf life."--Josephinum Journal of Theology

Queer Theology

This text discusses what both the early Fathers and later writers such as Calvin and
Sergius Bulgakov said about the association of beauty, both in nature and art, with
the Holy Spirit. It also considers topics such as divine glory, inspiration and the
eschatological character of beauty.

The Mysteries of March

The Trinitarian Foundation of Human Sexuality as Revealed by
Christ According to Hans Urs Von Balthasar

Contributors: Harold Short, Janet Bately, Stewart Brookes, Mary Clayton, Julie
Coleman, Patrick W. Conner, Janet M. Cowen, Ivan Herbison, Joyce Hill, Susan
Irvine, Peter Jackson, Christian J. Kay, Hugh Magennis, Janet L. Nelson, Eamonn O
Carragáin, Lucy Perry, Edward Pettit, Jane Roberts, Gopa Roy, Katharine Scarfe
Beckett, Donald Scragg, E.G. Stanley, Louise Sylvester, Paul Szarmach

From Misery to Hope

Art and theology are two different ways of making meaning. Art is a matter of
inspiration and intuition. It needs neither standards, nor guidelines. It does not
follow predictable patterns, nor is it determined by any specific goal. Theology is
similar in that it generates meaning in order to understand and communicate faith.
It explores the continuities and discontinuities between divine and human
creations through metaphors, images and the play of ideas. Unlike art however,
theology is primarily a matter of reason. It follows patterns of consistency and
coherence, and is shaped by the will to clarify and explain. Can art offer a way of
understanding the nature of theology despite these differences? The twentieth
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century Swiss theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar (1905-1988) wrote a seven
volume masterpiece on theological aesthetics. He restructured theology around
basic aesthetic concepts like form and beauty. The present study offers a critical
analysis of Balthasar's work against the background of contemporary debates on
theological foundations. The author approaches this task through a careful
rereading of two of Balthasar's key sources: Nicholas of Cusa and Friedrich Wilhelm
Joseph Schelling. In this way the author rediscovers hidden undercurrents in
modernity from Renaissance aesthetics to German Idealism. The result is a
theological aesthetics rooted in tradition and capable of understanding and
communicating faith in the face of present day challenges.

Essays on Anglo-Saxon and Related Themes in Memory of
Lynne Grundy

Death and dying are inseparably linked with life. They are self-evident and at the
same time cannot be grasped by reason alone - they are ordinary, and yet so
incredible. In these meditations, the acclaimed theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar
investigates this great mystery. He asks about the contradiction, inherent in all
men, of wishing to achieve something "imperishable in transitoriness" and gives an
answer culled from the Scriptures and from the Church Fathers. In looking at this
contradiction that appears to be irreconcilable from a purely human perspective,
Balthasar tries to find something in the human existence that the Christian solution
can take up, for if there was nothing, one would not see how Christianity could
connect to our existence at all. This starting-point becomes fully visible and
effective only when the Christian interpretation itself becomes evident, otherwise it
remains open to dangerous misinterpretations. The emphasis lies in the word
"mystery." The reader must meditate on these profound ideas which are
demanding both in language and contents - then the reading will inspire him with
insights and prospects that will, while not resolving the paradox "that everything
earthly is inscribed on the sand of transitoriness," will anchor it in the Christian
faith, which claims that man is eternal and that God himself became man in the
person of Jesus Christ to help us attain to that eternal life.

To the Heart of the Mystery of Redemption

In the 1960's, Fr. Hans Urs von Balthasar gave two conferences in Paris on the
subject of redemption. One considered the perspective of Christ the Redeemer.
The other gave a view of the redemption from the perspective of Mary and the
Church, consenting to the sacrifice of Jesus. These two conferences are what Fr.
Jacques Servais, S.J., in his foreword calls "a lantern of the Word," shedding light
amidst the advancing turmoil of the postconciliar period. These conferences were
later collected by the eminent theologian Henri Cardinal de Lubac, S.J., in a single
volume along with an anthology of meditations on the Passion by the mystic
Adrienne von Speyr, and selected by von Balthasar. In this new edition, prepared
for the centenary of the birth of Hans Urs von Balthasar, Fr. Servais, the director of
Casa Balthasar in Rome, provides an extensive postscript illuminating the text
along with the original preface by de Lubac.

The Art of Equanimity
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Balthasar is one of the most influential of Catholic twentieth-century theologians,
and his oeuvre is astonishing in its range and amplitude. This together with a style
of writing that is cyclic rather than systematic makes his work difficult to
assimilate. The author has overcome this obstacle by finding an integrating motif
that makes coherent sense of the whole. That motif is the concept of 'form'. The
first section of the book deals with that 'form': its genesis, its meaning as a whole
which is greater than the sum of its parts, and as a revelation of the mystery of
Being. Section two shows how, when the concept is applied christologically, it
signifies the incarnate form of Jesus as expressing the glory of the triune God, the
source of Being. Section three, which deals specifically with Balthasar's soteriology,
demonstrates how because of his mission to save a sinful world the form of Jesus
has to undergo suffering and death and become apparently 'formless'. While
indicating that the main lines of Balthasar's theology are rooted in tradition, the
book also illustrates the radicalness of his approach. His dialogue with theologians
and philosophers, both ancient and modern, is discussed and evaluated
throughout.

Towards a Theology of God the Father

It is not a question of using either the palpable world or the intellect when trying to
prove God's existence. Anselm apprehends being's very intelligibility as making it
amenable to divine traces - that turn out to be God's «muted» communication.
Anselm practices in this sense «a blending of horizons» - i.e. tradition (Plotinus,
Augustine, Benedict). We human beings owe our own rationality to the same God
who created the universe, us and our minds. The appreciation of a thus constituted
reality unleashes a remarkable and refreshing fecundity (Möhler, Guardini, Barth,
von Balthasar). Anselm seems to state: «Thinking - insofar as it is intelligible - is
being.» This makes Anselm's approach topical for our days. Increasingly the world
consists of information and news. Truth claims are filtered from what is thought.
Perhaps it is this Anselmic 'reduction' of reality to thought which opens a
perspective for genuine emancipation and authentic humanization. The monastery
afforded the proper ambience to live and apprehend this 'reduction'.

Gregorianum

Written in 1951 (with a second edition in 1961), this book takes its place within an
impressive array of attempts to wrestle with Karl Barth's theology from a Catholic
point of view. The book adopts the twofold strategy of presenting an exposition of
"the whole of Barth's thought," while doing so for the purpose of a confessional
dialogue among theologians. Not to be construed as an "Introduction to the
Theology of Karl Barth, Balthasar's effort is to provide a Catholic response which,
though not "official", nonetheless seeks to express a common direction and
movement within Catholicism. The Theology of Karl BarthÊshows how a rethinking
of basic issues in fundamental theologyÑconcerning the relation of nature and
grace, philosophy and theology, the "analogy of being" and the "analogy of
faith"Ñmight lead to a rapprochement between the two great rivers of Christianity,
without compromising the center of gravity of either. In the process the book
makes a major contribution to renewed understanding of Christianity in a
secularized modern world. Co-published with Communio Books. "No one should
think he can quickly dispose of questions posed here offhandedly. It was precisely
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because writers were in the habit during the time of the Reformation of
theologizing with a hammer that the split in the Church became irreparable. And to
work at overcoming this split means much effort. Only the patient need apply."Ê Ñ
Hans Urs von Balthasar

Say it is Pentecost

He descended into hell. Hans Urs von Balthasar, one of the most influential
theologians of the twentieth century, placed this affirmation of the Nicene Creed at
the heart of his reflection on the world-altering events of Holy Week, asserting that
this identification of God with the human experience is at the "absolute center" of
the Christian faith. Yet is such a descent to suffering really the essence of Catholic
belief about the mystery of Holy Saturday? Alyssa Lyra Pitstick's Light in Darkness
-- the first comprehensive treatment of Balthasar's theology of Holy Saturday --
draws on the multiple yet unified resources of authoritative Catholic teaching on
Christ's descent to challenge Balthasar's conclusions. Pitstick conducts a thorough
investigation of Balthasar's position that Christ suffered in his descent into hell and
asks whether that is compatible with traditional teaching about Christ. Light in
Darkness is a thorough argument for the existence and authority of a traditional
Catholic doctrine of Christ's descent as manifested in creeds, statements of popes
and councils, Scripture, and art from Eastern and Western traditions. Pitstick's
carefully argued, contrarian work is sure to spur debate across the theological
spectrum.

Laity: Beautiful, Good and True

This book treats Balthasar's engagement with Protestantism, primarily in the
persons of Martin Luther and Karl Barth, a topic which has not yet been given the
attention it deserves. Furthermore, instead of focusing on particular theological
issues, such as soteriology or ecclesiology, the book examines the implications of
this engagement for Fundamental Theology. At the very root of Luther's
confrontation with the Catholic Church of the Late Middle Ages, lies his antipathy
for Aristotle and for "natural theology." In other words, the Protestant difference
has as much to do with its suspicion of the treatment of faith and reason in
Catholic thought as it does of the Catholic treatment of faith and works. This is a
suspicion that is only exacerbated in Barth's identification of the "analogy of being"
with the Antichrist. Balthasar takes these criticisms very seriously, and, in
addressing them, not only has much of relevance to say to the Catholic-Protestant
differences, but also has much to say to the Yale-Chicago differences. In short, this
study treats primarily Balthasar's dialogue with Luther and Barth, with the hope
that this dialogue will shed light on the impasse that seems to have arisen
between the so-called "correlation" and "revelocentric" schools of contemporary
theology. If, indeed, Christ is the "concrete universal," then we shouldn't have to
decide between the two. Part of this proposal, then, is to emphasize the fact that
Balthasar refuses to separate Fundamental and Dogmatic theology.

The Month

Virtually every aspect of Catholicism which is controversial within the Church or a
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stumbling block to non-Catholic Christians is treated in this book. Rather than
avoiding what is most glaringly un-modern or what is most criticized by non-
Catholics, Balthasar reviews these elements one by one, and shows how they are
rooted in the central Christian mysteries and the commonly accepted tradition.
What is specifically Catholic is not defended polemically, but described in such a
way that others can see, even from their own point of view, the inner consistency
with the mystery affirmed by all. Here is a form of thought which is truly
ecumenical precisely because it is fully Catholic.

The Theology of Karl Barth

A world list of books in the English language.
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