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Satin Island
If you think Saddam and Satan make a kinky couple, wait till you get a load of
South Park and Philosophy. Get your Big Wheels ready, because we’re going for a
ride, as 22 philosophers take us down the road to understanding the big-picture
issues in this small mountain town. A smart and candid look at one of television’s
most subversive and controversial shows, celebrating its 10th anniversary this year
Draws close parallels between the irreverent nature of South Park and the inquiring
and skeptical approach of philosophy Addresses the perennial questions of the
show, and the contemporary social and political issues that inspire each episode
Uses familiar characters and episodes to illustrate topics such as moral relativism,
freedom of expression, gay marriage, blasphemy, democracy, feminism, animal
ethics, existential questions and much more makes you laugh out loud

Blink
A wise and witty compendium of the greatest thoughts, greatest minds, and
greatest books of all time -- listed in accessible and succinct form -- by one of the
world's greatest scholars. From the "Hundred Best Books" to the "Ten Greatest
Thinkers" to the "Ten Greatest Poets," here is a concise collection of the world's
most significant knowledge. For the better part of a century, Will Durant dwelled
upon -- and wrote about -- the most significant eras, individuals, and achievements
of human history. His selections have finally been brought together in a single,
compact volume. Durant eloquently defends his choices of the greatest minds and
ideas, but he also stimulates readers into forming their own opinions, encouraging
them to shed their surroundings and biases and enter "The Country of the Mind," a
timeless realm where the heroes of our species dwell. From a thinker who always
chose to exalt the positive in the human species, The Greatest Minds and Ideas of
All Time stays true to Durant's optimism. This is a book containing the absolute
best of our heritage, passed on for the benefit of future generations. Filled with
Durant's renowned wit, knowledge, and unique ability to explain events and ideas
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in simple and exciting terms, this is a pocket-size liberal arts and humanist
curriculum in one volume.

Big Thinkers and Big Ideas: An Introduction to Eastern and
Western Philosophy for Kids
Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, which began as The Children’s Corner in 1953 and
terminated in 2001, left its mark on America. The show’s message of kindness,
simplicity, and individual uniqueness made Rogers a beloved personality, while
also provoking some criticism because, by arguing that everyone was special
without having to do anything to earn it, the show supposedly created an entitled
generation. In Mister Rogers and Philosophy, thirty philosophers give their very
different takes on the Neighborhood phenomenon. ● Rogers’s way of
communicating with children has a Socratic dimension, and is compared with other
attempts to cultivate philosophy in children. ● Wonder is the origin of philosophy
and science, and Mister Rogers always looked for wonder. ● Did Mister Rogers
unwittingly create the Millennials by his message that everyone is special? ● What
Martin Buber’s I-Thou philosophy can tell us about Fred Rogers’s attempt to
rehabilitate children’s television. ● X the Owl obsesses, Daniel Tiger regresses,
Lady Elaine displaces anger, King Friday controls––how puppets can be used to
teach us about feelings. ● Fred Rogers’s indirect communication is key to the
show, and most evident in the land of make-believe, where he doesn’t make
himself known. ● How Mister Rogers helps us see that the ordinary world is
extraordinary, if we’re willing to open ourselves up to it. ● How does Mister
Rogers’s method of teaching compare with Maria Montessori’s? ● Fred Rogers and
Carl Rogers have a lot in common: The Neighborhood is observed in the light of
Rogerian therapy. ● Mister Rogers’s view of evil is closer to Rousseau than to
Voltaire. ● Fred Rogers gave a non-philosophical interpretation of the philosophical
approach known as personalism. ● Daoism helps us understand how Fred Rogers,
the antithesis of a stereotypical male, could achieve such success as a TV star. ●
In the show and in his life, we can see how Rogers lived “the ethics of care.” ●
Puppets help children understand that persons are not isolated, but
interconnected. ● Mister Rogers showed us that talking and singing about our
feelings makes them more manageable.

Revue de Théologie Et de Philosophie
This book explores the origins of the academic culture wars of the late 20th
century and examines their lasting influence on the humanities and progressive
politics. It puts us in a position to ask this question: what to make now of those
furious debates over postmodernism, multiculturalism, relativism, critical theory,
deconstruction, post-structuralism, and all the rest? In an effort to arrive at a fair
judgment on that question, the book reaches for an understanding of postmodern
theorists by way of two genres they despised and hopes, for that very reason, to
do them justice. It tells a story, and in the telling, advances two basic claims: first,
that the phenomenological/hermeneutical tradition is the most suitable source of
theory for a humanism that aspires to be universal; and, second, that the ethical
and political aspect of the human condition is authentically accessible only through
narrative. In conclusion, it argues that the postmodern moment was a necessary
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one, or will have been if we rise to the occasion and seize the opportunity it offers:
a truly universal humanism might yet be realized even in—or perhaps especially
in—this atavistic hour of parochial populism.

Wittgenstein's Rhinoceros
An Essay on the Principle of Population (Norton Critical
Editions)
The landmark book that has revolutionized the way we understand leadership and
decision making -- from #1 bestselling author Malcolm Gladwell. In his
breakthrough bestseller The Tipping Point, Malcolm Gladwell redefined how we
understand the world around us. Now, in Blink, he revolutionizes the way we
understand the world within. Blink is a book about how we think without thinking,
about choices that seem to be made in an instant--in the blink of an eye--that
actually aren't as simple as they seem. Why are some people brilliant decision
makers, while others are consistently inept? Why do some people follow their
instincts and win, while others end up stumbling into error? How do our brains
really work--in the office, in the classroom, in the kitchen, and in the bedroom? And
why are the best decisions often those that are impossible to explain to others? In
Blink we meet the psychologist who has learned to predict whether a marriage will
last, based on a few minutes of observing a couple; the tennis coach who knows
when a player will double-fault before the racket even makes contact with the ball;
the antiquities experts who recognize a fake at a glance. Here, too, are great
failures of "blink": the election of Warren Harding; "New Coke"; and the shooting of
Amadou Diallo by police. Blink reveals that great decision makers aren't those who
process the most information or spend the most time deliberating, but those who
have perfected the art of "thin-slicing"--filtering the very few factors that matter
from an overwhelming number of variables.

Sailor Twain
Without question, few directors have had such a powerful influence on the film
industry and the moviegoing public as Steven Spielberg. Often referred to as the
most successful American filmmaker of all time, Spielberg has been nominated for
the Academy Award for Best Director six times, winning twice -- for Schindler's List
in 1994 and Saving Private Ryan in 1999. Seven of his films have received the Best
Picture Oscar nomination. He has brought to life some of the most popular heroes
of all time, such as Indiana Jones, as well as some of the most despised villains,
including Amon Goeth from Schindler's List and the killer shark from Jaws.
Whatever the subject -- dinosaurs, war, extra-terrestrials, slavery, the Holocaust, or
terrorism -- one clear and consistent touchstone is present in all of Spielberg's
films: an interest in the human condition. In Steven Spielberg and Philosophy, Dean
A. Kowalski and some of the nation's most respected philosophers investigate
Spielberg's art to illuminate the nature of humanity. The book explores rich themes
such as cinematic realism, fictional belief, terrorism, family ethics, consciousness,
virtue and moral character, human rights, and religion in Spielberg's work. Avid
moviegoers and deep thinkers will discover plenty of common ground in this
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collection.

A Ring of Endless Light
Ethics, Evil, and Fiction brings together moral philosophy and literary analysis in a
way that offers original new insights for both. Its central aim is to enrich the
domain of moral reflection, by showing the value of literary texts as sources of
moral illumination. Colin McGinn starts bysetting out an uncompromisingly realist
ethical theory, arguing that morality is an area of objective truth and genuine
knowledge. He goes on to address such subjects as the nature of goodness, evil
character, and the meaning of monstrosity, in the context of an aesthetic theory of
virtue, whichmaintains that goodness of character is the same thing as beauty of
soul. Works discussed include Billy Budd, Lolita, The Picture of Dorian Gray, and
Frankenstein; and McGinn draws upon examples from film and painting as well as
literature. The originality of his approach, the clarity andforthrightness of his
writing, and his conviction that fiction and philosophy have much enlightenment to
offer each other, make this a compelling and fascinating book.

The Philosophy of David Lynch
To the mentality that assumes, more or less consciously, that we must of necessity
find a solution to every problem, belongs the argument based on the disastrous
consequences of a thing. Take any book of apologetics-that is to say, of theological
advocacy-and you will see how many times you will meet with this phrase-"the
disastrous consequences of this doctrine." Now the disastrous consequences of a
doctrine prove at most that the doctrine is disastrous, but not that it is false, for
there is no proof that the true is necessarily that which suits us best. -from "The
Rationalist Dissolution" This is the masterpiece of Miguel de Unamuno, a member
of the group of Spanish intellectuals and philosophers known as the "Generation of
'98," and a writer whose work dramatically influenced a wide range of 20th-century
literature. His down-to-earth demeanor and no-nonsense outlook makes this 1921
book a favorite of intellectuals to this day, a practical, sensible discussion of the
war between faith and reason that consumed the twentieth century and continues
to rage in the twenty-first century. de Unamuno's philosophy is not the stuff of a
rarefied realm but an integral part of fleshly, sensual life, metaphysics that speaks
to daily living and the real world.

Egocracy
Short-listed for the Man Booker Prize From the author of Remainder and C (shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize), and a winner of the Windham-Campbell Literature
Prize, comes Satin Island, an unnerving novel that promises to give us the first and
last word on the world—modern, postmodern, whatever world you think you are
living in. U., a “corporate anthropologist,” is tasked with writing the Great Report,
an all-encompassing ethnographic document that would sum up our era. Yet at
every turn, he feels himself overwhelmed by the ubiquity of data, lost in buffer
zones, wandering through crowds of apparitions, willing them to coalesce into
symbols that can be translated into some kind of account that makes sense. As he
begins to wonder if the Great Report might remain a shapeless, oozing plasma, his
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senses are startled awake by a dream of an apocalyptic cityscape. In Satin Island,
Tom McCarthy captures—as only he can—the way we experience our world, our
efforts to find meaning (or just to stay awake) and discern the narratives we think
of as our lives. From the Hardcover edition.

South Park and Philosophy
The story of the beliefs and practices called 'magic' starts in ancient Iran, Greece,
and Rome, before entering its crucial Christian phase in the Middle Ages. Centering
on the Renaissance and Marsilio Ficino - whose work on magic was the most
influential account written in premodern times - this groundbreaking book treats
magic as a classical tradition with foundations that were distinctly philosophical.
Besides Ficino, the premodern story of magic also features Plotinus, Iamblichus,
Proclus, Aquinas, Agrippa, Pomponazzi, Porta, Bruno, Campanella, Descartes,
Boyle, Leibniz, and Newton, to name only a few of the prominent thinkers
discussed in this book. Because pictures play a key role in the story of magic, this
book is richly illustrated.

Mister Miracle (2017-) #1
Vienna, 1714: Late in life, Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, the universal genius of his
time, puts down his pen and declares his description of the universe to be
complete. In the evening, he sits in his study room among letters, books, and
manuscripts as his young friend Theodor comes for a visit. Theodor is bothered by
one question: Why is there evil? And why do people commit crimes? With an
example from ancient Greek mythology, Leibniz develops his theory about the best
of all possible worlds. With this vivid "story within a story" Jean Paul Mongin
successfully imparts the complex philosophical ideas of Leibniz to young readers.
At its most basic, philosophy is about learning how to think about the world around
us. It should come as no surprise, then, that children make excellent philosophers!
Naturally inquisitive, pint-size scholars need little prompting before being willing to
consider life's "big questions," however strange or impractical. Plato & Co.
introduces children--and curious grown-ups--to the lives and work of famous
philosophers, from Socrates to Descartes, Einstein, Marx, and Wittgenstein. Each
book in the series features an engaging--and often funny--story that presents basic
tenets of philosophical thought alongside vibrant color illustrations.

The Death of Socrates
The first look at the philosophy behind the Iron Man comics and movies, timed for
the release of Iron Man 2 in March 2010 On the surface, Iron Man appears to be a
straightforward superhero, another rich guy fighting crime with fancy gadgets. But
beneath the shiny armor and flashy technology lies Tony Stark, brilliant inventor
and eccentric playboy, struggling to balance his desires, addictions, and
relationships with his duties as the Armored Avenger. Iron Man and Philosophy
explores the many philosophical issues that emerge from the essential conflicts
found in the decades of Iron Man stories in comics and movies. What kind of moral
compass does Tony Stark have? Is Iron Man responsible for the death of Captain
America after the Marvel Universe “Civil War”? Should people like Stark run the
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world? How does Tony’s alcoholism impact his performance as Iron Man, and what
does it say about moral character? Ultimately, what can Iron Man teach us about
the role of technology in society? As absorbing as Iron Man comic books and
movies, Iron Man and Philosophy: Gives you a new perspective on Iron Man
characters, story lines, and themes Shows what philosophical heavy hitters such as
Aristotle, Locke, and Heidegger can teach us about Tony Stark/Iron Man Considers
issues such as addiction, personal responsibility, the use of technology, and the
role of government Whether you've been reading the comic books for years or
have gotten into Iron Man through the movies, Iron Man and Philosophy is a musthave companion for every fan.

I Am a Book. I Am a Portal to the Universe
In book four of the award-winning Austin Family Chronicles young adult series from
Madeleine L’Engle, author of A Wrinkle in Time, Vicky Austin experiences the
difficulties and joys of growing up. "This wasn't the first time that I'd come close to
death, but it was the first time I'd been involved in this part of it, this strange,
terrible saying goodbye to someone you've loved." These are Vicky Austin's
thoughts as she stands near Commander Rodney's grave while her grandfather,
who himself is dying of cancer, recites the funeral service. Watching his condition
deteriorate over that long summer is almost more than she can bear. Then, in the
midst of her struggle, she finds herself the center of attention for three young men.
Leo, Commander Rodney's son, turns to her as an old friend seeking comfort but
longing for romance. Zachary, whose attempted suicide inadvertently caused
Commander Rodney's death, sees her as the one sane and normal person who can
give some meaning to his life. And Adam, a serious young student working at the
nearby marine-biology station, discovers Vicky, his friend's little sister, incipient
telepathic powers that can help him with his experiments in dolphin
communications. Vicky finds solace and brief moments of peace in her poetry, but
life goes on around her, and the strain intensifies as she confronts matters of love
and of death, of dependence and of responsibility, universal concerns that we all
must face. The inevitable crisis comes and Vicky must rely on openness,
sensitivity, and the love of others to overcome her private grief. Once again,
Madeleine L'Engle has written a story that revels in the drama of vividly portrayed
characters and events of the spiritual and moral dimensions of common human
experiences. A Ring of Endless Light is a 1981 Newbery Honor Book. Books by
Madeleine L'Engle A Wrinkle in Time Quintet A Wrinkle in Time A Wind in the Door
A Swiftly Tilting Planet Many Waters An Acceptable Time A Wrinkle in Time: The
Graphic Novel by Madeleine L'Engle; adapted & illustrated by Hope Larson
Intergalactic P.S. 3 by Madeleine L'Engle; illustrated by Hope Larson: A standalone
story set in the world of A Wrinkle in Time. The Austin Family Chronicles Meet the
Austins (Volume 1) The Moon by Night (Volume 2) The Young Unicorns (Volume 3)
A Ring of Endless Light (Volume 4) A Newbery Honor book! Troubling a Star
(Volume 5) The Polly O'Keefe books The Arm of the Starfish Dragons in the Waters
A House Like a Lotus And Both Were Young Camilla The Joys of Love

A Modest Proposal
A fascinating work of popular philosophy and history that both enlightens and
entertains, Stephen Cave’s Immortality investigates whether it just might be
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possible to live forever and whether we should want to. But it also makes a
powerful argument, which is that it’s our very preoccupation with defying mortality
that drives civilization. Central to this book is the metaphor of a mountaintop
where one can find the Immortals. Since the dawn of humanity, everyone –
whether they know it or not – has been trying to climb that mountain. But there are
only four paths up its treacherous slope, and there have only ever been four paths.
Throughout history, people have wagered everything on their choice of the correct
path, and fought wars against those who’ve chosen differently. While Immortality
takes the reader on an eye-opening journey from the beginnings of civilization to
the present day, the structure is not chronological. Rather it is path driven. As each
path is revealed to us, an historical figure serves as our guide. In drawing back the
curtain on what compels humans to “keep on keeping on,” Cave engages the
reader in a number of mind-bending thought experiments. He teases out the
implications of each immortality gambit, asking, for example, how long a person
would live if they did manage to acquire a perfectly disease-free body. Or what
would happen if a super-being tried to round up the atomic constituents of all
who’ve died in order to resurrect them. Or what our loved ones would really be
doing in heaven if it does exist. Or what part of us actually lives in a work of art,
and how long that work of art can survive. Toward the the book’s end, we’re
confronted with a series of brain-rattling questions: What would happen if
tomorrow humanity discovered that there is no life but this one? Would people
continue to care about their favorite sports team, please their boss, vie for the title
of Year’s Best Salesman? Would three-hundred-year projects still get started? If the
four paths up the Mount of the Immortals lead nowhere -- if there is no getting up
to the summit -- is there still reason to live? And can civilization survive?
Immortality is a deeply satisfying book, as optimistic about the human condition as
it is insightful about the true arc of history. From the Hardcover edition.

The Greatest Minds and Ideas of All Time
In this brilliant work, the most influential philosopher since Sartre suggests that
such vaunted reforms as the abolition of torture and the emergence of the modern
penitentiary have merely shifted the focus of punishment from the prisoner's body
to his soul.

Why Do Things Have Names?
One hundred years ago. On the foggy Hudson River, a riverboat captain rescues an
injured mermaid from the waters of the busiest port in the United States. A wildly
popular--and notoriously reclusive--author makes a public debut. A French
nobleman seeks a remedy for a curse. As three lives twine together and race to an
unexpected collision, the mystery of the Mermaid of the Hudson deepens. A
mysterious and beguiling love story with elements of Poe, Twain, Hemingway, and
Greek mythology, drawn in moody black-and-white charcoal, Sailor Twain is a
study in romance, atmosphere, and suspense. Sailor Twain is one of The
Washington Post's Top 10 Graphic/Comic Reads of 2012

Story of Philosophy
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A debut novel set in a rural American town, where Brackett Omensetter arrives,
with his wife, family, and all earthly belongings. It soon becomes apparent that he
is someone out of the ordinary as he sets in motion a wave of violent emotions in
the once tranquil community. A PENGUIN TWENTIETH-CENTURY CLASSIC.

The Grammar of English Grammars
From his cult classic television series Twin Peaks to his most recent film Inland
Empire (2006), David Lynch is best known for his unorthodox narrative style. An
award-winning director, producer, and writer, Lynch distorts and disrupts
traditional storylines and offers viewers a surreal, often nightmarish perspective.
His unique approach to filmmaking has made his work familiar to critics and
audiences worldwide, and he earned Academy Award nominations for Best Director
for The Elephant Man (1980), Blue Velvet (1986), and Mulholland Drive (2001).
Lynch creates a new reality for both characters and audience by focusing on the
individual and embracing existentialism. In The Philosophy of David Lynch, editors
William J. Devlin and Shai Biderman have compiled an impressive list of
contributors to explore the philosophy at the core of the filmmaker’s work. Lynch is
examined as a postmodern artist, and the themes of darkness, logic, and time are
discussed in depth. Other prominent issues in Lynch’s films, such as Bad faith and
freedom, ethics, politics, and religion, are also considered. Investigating myriad
aspects of Lynch’s influential and innovative work, The Philosophy of David Lynch
provides a fascinating look at the philosophical underpinnings of the famous cult
director.

The Devil's Dictionary (or The Cynic's Wordbook: Unabridged
with all the Definitions)
This carefully crafted ebook: "The Devil's Dictionary (or The Cynic's Wordbook:
Unabridged with all the Definitions)" is formatted for your eReader with a
functional and detailed table of contents. The book is a classic satire in the form of
a dictionary on which Bierce worked for decades. It was originally published in
1906 as The Cynic's Word Book before being retitled in 1911. A number of the
definitions are accompanied by satiric verses, many of which are signed with comic
pseudonyms. It offers reinterpretations of terms in the English language which
lampoon cant and political double-talk as well as other aspects of human
foolishness and frailty. The definitions provide satirical, witty and often politically
pointed representations of the words that is seeks to "define". The Devil's
Dictionary has inspired many imitations both in its day and more recently.
Ambrose Gwinnett Bierce (1842 – 1914?) was an American satirist, critic, poet,
editor and journalist. Bierce became a prolific author of short stories often
humorous and sometimes bitter or macabre. His dark, sardonic views and
vehemence as a critic earned him the nickname, "Bitter Bierce".

Discipline and Punish
As Star Trek celebrates its 50th anniversary, the futuristic tools of Kirk, Spock,
Scott, and McCoy continue to come to life. This book merges Star Trek scientific
lore—how the science of the time informed the implementation of technology in
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the series—and the science as it is playing out today. Scientists and engineers
have made and continue to develop replicators, teletransporters, tractor beams,
and vision restoring visors. This book combines the vision of 1966 science fiction
with the latest research in physics, biotechnology, and engineering.

Beyond Freedom and Dignity
Professor Kant's Incredible Day
At its most basic, philosophy is about learning how to think about the world around
us. It should come as no surprise, then, that children make excellent philosophers!
Plato & Co. introduces children--and curious grown-ups--to the lives and work of
famous philosophers, from Socrates to Descartes, Einstein, Marx, and Wittgenstein.
Each book in the series features an engaging--and often funny--story that presents
basic tenets of philosophical thought alongside vibrant color illustrations. In
Hannah Arendt's Little Theater, the philosopher Hannah Arendt is about to finish
her last book, but she is sure something is missing. As she puzzles over her words,
she is visited by a friend from the past--none other than her nine-year-old self!
Reluctantly, she accepts young Hannah's helping hand, joining the small bluecardiganed girl on an adventure through the streets of New York City to a tiny
theater where they watch a frightening play about a town terrorized by an evil wolf
and his pack of puppets. But, even in the blackest moments, when evil seems sure
to prevail, it is always possible to turn things around. Could the same be said of the
"theater" of the real world, in which real people come together to create change?
Plato & Co.'s clear approach and charming illustrations make this series the perfect
addition to any little library.

X-Men and Philosophy
From the team behind THE SHERIFF OF BABYLON and the Hugo Award-nominated
writer of Vision comes a unique new take on one of Jack KirbyÕs most beloved New
Gods. Scott Free is the greatest escape artist that ever lived. So great that he
escaped Granny GoodnessÕ gruesome orphanage and the dangers of Apokolips to
travel across galaxies and set up a new life on Earth with his wife, the former
female fury known as Big Barda. Using the stage alter ego of Mister Miracle, he has
made a career for himself showing off his acrobatic escape techniques. He even
caught the attention of the Justice League, which counted him among its ranks.
You might say Scott Free has everythingso why isnÕt it enough? Mister Miracle has
mastered every illusion, achieved every stunt, pulled off every trick-except one. He
has never escaped death. Is it even possible? Our hero is going to have to kill
himself if he wants to find out. Written by Tom King (BATMAN) and illustrated by
Mitch Gerads (The Punisher), this is a MISTER MIRACLE unlike any youÕve read
before.

The Knower and the Known
This revised edition includes a New Intergalactic Introduction by the Author. Mary
Daly's New Intergalactic Introduction explores her process as a Crafty Pirate on the
Page 9/15

Acces PDF Mister Descartes And His Evil Genius Plato Co
Journey of Writing Gyn/Ecology and reveals the autobiographical context of this
"Thunderbolt of Rage" that she first hurled against the patriarchs in 1979 and no
hurls again in the Re-Surging Movement of Radical Feminism in the Be-Dazzling
Nineties.

Mister Rogers and Philosophy
What can I know? What should I do? What may I hope? What s for dinner? More
than two hundred years ago, on a day that takes quite a peculiar course, Professor
Kant is working hard to give an answer to all these questions. Not only the morning
papers, but also a slightly perfumed letter get in his way however. As a result, he
even forgets to go out on his regular digestive walk and everything goes off the
rails Light-hearted without being flippant, funny and ironical, and accompanied by
congenial artwork, this book tells the story of a day in the life of the great stylite
and ancestor of Enlightenment philosophy, Immanuel Kant, sketching some of his
major thoughts (without omitting his seemingly minor ones, like the inhabitants of
Jupiter have marvelously light-weight bodies which teases readers to develop a
historical understanding). The result is a wondrously easy and articulate approach
to Kant s important construct of ideas. "

Tragic Sense of Life
Hello. I am a book. But I'm also a portal to the universe. I have 112 pages,
measuring twenty centimetres high and twenty centimetres wide. I weigh 450
grams. And I have the power to show you the wonders of the world.

Omensetter's Luck
In this profound and profoundly controversial work, a landmark of 20th-century
thought originally published in 1971, B. F. Skinner makes his definitive statement
about humankind and society. Insisting that the problems of the world today can
be solved only by dealing much more effectively with human behavior, Skinner
argues that our traditional concepts of freedom and dignity must be sharply
revised. They have played an important historical role in our struggle against many
kinds of tyranny, he acknowledges, but they are now responsible for the futile
defense of a presumed free and autonomous individual; they are perpetuating our
use of punishment and blocking the development of more effective cultural
practices. Basing his arguments on the massive results of the experimental
analysis of behavior he pioneered, Skinner rejects traditional explanations of
behavior in terms of states of mind, feelings, and other mental attributes in favor
of explanations to be sought in the interaction between genetic endowment and
personal history. He argues that instead of promoting freedom and dignity as
personal attributes, we should direct our attention to the physical and social
environments in which people live. It is the environment rather than humankind
itself that must be changed if the traditional goals of the struggle for freedom and
dignity are to be reached. Beyond Freedom and Dignity urges us to reexamine the
ideals we have taken for granted and to consider the possibility of a radically
behaviorist approach to human problems--one that has appeared to some
incompatible with those ideals, but which envisions the building of a world in which
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humankind can attain its greatest possible achievements.

Gyn/Ecology
A brilliant and concise account of the lives and ideas of the great
philosophers—Plato, Aristotle, Bacon, Spinoza, Voltaire, Kant, Schopenhauer,
Spencer, Nietzsche, Bergson, Croce, Russell, Santayana, James, and Dewey—The
Story of Philosophy is one of the great books of our time. Few write for the nonspecialist as well as Will Durant, and this book is a splendid example of his
eminently readable scholarship. Durant’s insight and wit never cease to dazzle;
The Story of Philosophy is a key book for any reader who wishes to survey the
history and development of philosophical ideas in the Western world.

Leibniz, Or the Best of All Possible Worlds
The world’s population is now 7.4 billion people, placing ever greater demands on
our natural resources. As we stand witness to a possible reversal of modernity’s
positive trends, Malthus’s pessimism is worth full reconsideration. This Norton
Critical Edition includes: · An introduction and explanatory annotations by Joyce E.
Chaplin. · Malthus’s Essay in its first published version (1798) along with selections
from the expanded version (1803), which he considered definitive, as well as his
Appendix (1806). · An unusually rich selection of supporting materials thematically
arranged to promote classroom discussion. Topics include “Influences on Malthus,”
“Economics, Population, and Ethics after Malthus,” “Malthus and Global
Challenges,” and “Malthusianism in Fiction.” · A Chronology and a Selected
Bibliography.

The Realization of Star Trek Technologies
Library of Universal Knowledge
1914. Europe is at war. The experts on deciphering code and secret writing are
wild with excitement: What in the world can be the meaning of those
incomprehensible notes scribbled by secret agent Ludwig Wittgenstein? The young
scholar himself is unable to help them he is hunting a wild beast, a figure of
dubious existence Starting with Wittgenstein s early encounter with Bertrand
Russell and their discussion whether a rhinoceros was in the room or not
culminating in Russell s sigh: He thinks nothing empirical is knowable!, young
readers get familiar with Ludwig Wittgenstein s controversial character and
thought, especially his thoughts on the nature of language. In the disguise of a
fictive and adventurous biography, the book allows for amusing and profound
philosophising on the sense and non-sense of language. Interestingly enough, it is
oftentimes Wittgenstein himself who speaks to the reader, as the text is
intermingled with many quotes from his books. "

Iron Man and Philosophy
At its most basic, philosophy is about learning how to think about the world around
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us. It should come as no surprise, then, that children make excellent philosophers!
Naturally inquisitive, pint-size scholars need little prompting before being willing to
consider life's "big questions," however strange or impractical. Plato & Co.
introduces children--and curious grown-ups--to the lives and work of famous
philosophers, from Descartes to Socrates, Einstein, Marx, and Wittgenstein. Each
book in the series features an engaging--and often funny--story that presents basic
tenets of philosophical thought alongside vibrant color illustrations. "Tell us,
Delphic Oracle, who is the wisest man in all of Greece?" So begins The Death of
Socrates. No mortal man is wiser than Socrates, who, on his daily walks through
Athens, talks to all the people he meets. When the person he talks to takes himself
to be very wise, Socrates asks so many questions that the person ends up
admitting he knows nothing. When he runs into people who know little, Socrates
sets them on the way to wisdom. But not everyone shares Socrates's love for the
truth. When the people of Athens become angry with him for his ceaseless
questioning, how will he find the courage to continue to speak the truth? Plato &
Co.'s clear approach and charming illustrations make this series the perfect
addition to any little library.

Ethics, Evil, and Fiction
At its most basic, philosophy is about learning how to think about the world around
us. It should come as no surprise, then, that children make excellent philosophers!
Plato & Co. introduces children--and curious grown-ups--to the lives and work of
famous philosophers, from Socrates to Descartes, Einstein, Marx, and Wittgenstein.
Each book in the series features an engaging--and often funny--story that presents
basic tenets of philosophical thought alongside vibrant color illustrations. On a
peaceful winter night while the rest of the town sleeps, Mister Descartes stays up
late reading the great books of the world. Suddenly, by the light of the moon, he
sees a strange and fearsome shape in the shadow of his pet parrot, Baruch. Is it an
illusion, or could it be that his faithful pet is but a figment of his imagination? Could
the same be true of his room and all of sleepy Holland? Quite obviously, he cannot
rely on his senses, so how can Mister Descartes arrive at any certainty about the
world around him? How will he determine what is a clever trick and what is real?
Plato & Co.'s clear approach and charming illustrations make this series the perfect
addition to any little library.

Mister Descartes and His Evil Genius
Postmodern Theory and Progressive Politics
X-Men is one of the most popular comic book franchises ever, with successful spinoffs that include several feature films, cartoon series, bestselling video games, and
merchandise. This is the first look at the deeper issues of the X-Men universe and
the choices facing its powerful "mutants," such as identity, human ethics versus
mutant morality, and self-sacrifice. J. Jeremy Wisnewski (Oneonta, NY) is Assistant
Professor of Philosophy at Hartwick College and the editor of Family Guy and
Philosophy (978-1-4051-6316-3) and The Office and Philosophy
(978-1-4051-7555-5). Rebecca Housel (Rochester, NY) is a professor at Rochester
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Institute of Technology, where she teaches about writing and pop culture. For
William Irwin's biography, please see below.

Hannah Arendt's Little Theater
Immortality
A Modest Proposal is a satirical essay written and published by Jonathan Swift.
Swift suggests that the impoverished Irish might ease their economic troubles by
selling their children as food for rich gentlemen and ladies. This satirical hyperbole
mocks heartless attitudes towards the poor, as well as Irish policy in general. In
English writing, the phrase "a modest proposal" is now conventionally an allusion
to this style of straight-faced satire. Swift goes to great lengths to support his
argument, including a list of possible preparation styles for the children, and
calculations showing the financial benefits of his suggestion. He uses methods of
argument throughout his essay which lampoon the then-influential William Petty
and the social engineering popular among followers of Francis Bacon. These
lampoons include appealing to the authority of "a very knowing American of my
acquaintance in London" and "the famous Psalmanazar, a native of the island
Formosa." This essay is widely held to be one of the greatest examples of
sustained irony in the history of the English language. Much of its shock value
derives from the fact that the first portion of the essay describes the plight of
starving beggars in Ireland, so that the reader is unprepared for the surprise of
Swift's solution when he states, "A young healthy child well nursed, is, at a year
old, a most delicious nourishing and wholesome food, whether stewed, roasted,
baked, or boiled; and I make no doubt that it will equally serve in a fricassee, or a
ragout." Readers unacquainted with its reputation as a satirical work often do not
immediately realize that Swift was not seriously proposing cannibalism and
infanticide. The satirical element of the pamphlet is often only understood after the
reader notes the allusions made by Swift to the attitudes of landlords, such as the
following: "I grant this food may be somewhat dear, and therefore very proper for
Landlords, who as they have already devoured most of the Parents, seem to have
the best Title to the Children." Swift extends the conceit to get in a few jibes at
England's mistreatment of Ireland, noting that "For this kind of commodity will not
bear exportation, and flesh being of too tender a consistence, to admit a long
continuance in salt, although perhaps I could name a country, which would be glad
to eat up our whole nation without it."

Magic in Western Culture
Why is a horse called a horse and not a giraffe or a flapdoodle? Why did Plato go
from being called Aristocles, after his grandfather, to being called Plato, which
means muscleman? Where do any names come from? In this delightful book,
readers young and old will explore with Plato and ponder why anything or anyone
has a name at all. Do readers know where their own name comes from? At its most
basic, philosophy is about learning how to think about the world around us. It
should come as no surprise, then, that children make excellent philosophers!
Naturally inquisitive, pint-size scholars need little prompting before being willing to
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consider life's "big questions," however strange or impractical. Plato & Co.
introduces children--and curious grown-ups--to the lives and work of famous
philosophers, from Descartes to Socrates, Einstein, Plato, and Wittgenstein. Each
book in the series features an engaging--and often funny--story that presents basic
tenets of philosophical thought alongside vibrant color illustrations.

Steven Spielberg and Philosophy
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