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Deterrence, Choice, and Crime explores the various dimensions of modern
deterrence theory, relevant research, and practical applications. Beginning with
the classical roots of deterrence theory in Cesare Beccaria’s profoundly important
contributions to modern criminological thought, the book draws out the many
threads in contemporary criminology that are explicitly mentioned or at least
hinted by Beccaria. These include sanction risk perceptions and their behavioral
consequences, the deterrent efficacy of the certainty versus the severity of
punishment, the role of celerity of punishment in the deterrence process, informal
versus formal deterrence, and individual differences in deterrence. The richness of
the volume is seen in the inclusion of chapters that focus on the theoretical
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In an innovative section, the role of agents of deterrence is considered. Lessons
are learned from the practical applications of deterrence undertaken in the areas
of policing, corrections, and the community. The closing section includes Michael
Tonry’s "An Honest Politician’s Guide to Deterrence: Certainty, Severity, Celerity,
and Parsimony," a reminder of Beccaria’s dictum that "it is better to prevent
crimes than punish them." In the current environment, deterrence arguments are
routinely used to justify policies that do just the opposite. Ray Paternoster, who
contributed two chapters, passed away as this volume was being finalized.
Fittingly, this book is dedicated to him and ends with Alex Piquero’s poignant
remembrance of Ray, a path-breaking deterrence scholar, beloved mentor, and
ardent supporter of social justice. Suitable for researchers and graduate students
as well as for advanced courses in criminology, this book breaks new ground in
theorizing the effects of punishment and other sanctions on crime control.

Discussion Papers
Crime, Punishment, and Deterrence
This highly acclaimed criminology text presents an up-to-date review of rational
choice theories, including deterrence, shaming, and routine activities. It also
incorporates current examples of deterrence research regarding domestic
violence, drunk driving, and capital punishment, and features thought-provoking
discussion of the relativity of crime. The authors explore the crime problem, its
context, and causes of crime. The organization of the text reflects the fact that the
etiology of crime must be at the heart of criminology. It examines contemporary
efforts to redefine crime by focusing on family violence, hate crimes, white-collar
misconduct with violent consequences, and other forms of human behavior often
neglected by criminologists. Extensive discussion of evolving laws is included, and
while the prevalence of the scientific method in the field of criminology is
highlighted, the impact of ideology on explanations of crime is the cornerstone of
the book. Comprehensive introductory textbook that looks at competing answers
to the question, "Why do people commit crimes?" Student-friendly figures,
features, highlights, and full-color photos. Each chapter includes learning
objectives, discussion questions, and lists of key terms and concepts, key
criminologists, and important legal cases. The eighth edition includes updates
throughout and expanded coverage of biosocial theories of crime and life-course
criminology.

Using Certainty and Celerity to Deter Crime
After decades of stability from the 1920s to the early 1970s, the rate of
imprisonment in the United States has increased fivefold during the last four
decades. The U.S. penal population of 2.2 million adults is by far the largest in the
world. Just under one-quarter of the world's prisoners are held in American prisons.
The U.S. rate of incarceration, with nearly 1 out of every 100 adults in prison or jail,
is 5 to 10 times higher than the rates in Western Europe and other democracies.
The U.S. prison population is largely drawn from the most disadvantaged part of
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poorly educated. Prisoners often carry additional deficits of drug and alcohol
addictions, mental and physical illnesses, and lack of work preparation or
experience. The growth of incarceration in the United States during four decades
has prompted numerous critiques and a growing body of scientific knowledge
about what prompted the rise and what its consequences have been for the people
imprisoned, their families and communities, and for U.S. society. The Growth of
Incarceration in the United States examines research and analysis of the dramatic
rise of incarceration rates and its affects. This study makes the case that the
United States has gone far past the point where the numbers of people in prison
can be justified by social benefits and has reached a level where these high rates
of incarceration themselves constitute a source of injustice and social harm. The
Growth of Incarceration in the United States examines policy changes that created
an increasingly punitive political climate and offers specific policy advice in
sentencing policy, prison policy, and social policy. The report also identifies
important research questions that must be answered to provide a firmer basis for
policy. This report is a call for change in the way society views criminals,
punishment, and prison. This landmark study assesses the evidence and its
implications for public policy to inform an extensive and thoughtful public debate
about and reconsideration of policies.

Capital Punishment in the United States
Contents: (1) Introduction: Time and Adolescence; Policy and Practice; (2) The
History of Court Delay; (3) The Causes and Effects of Delayed Justice; (4)
Controlling Court Delay: Legal/Professional Efforts; Managerial Efforts; (5)
Controlling Juvenile Court Delay: Constitutional Provisions; Limiting Due Process for
Juveniles; Legislation and Rules in the Juvenile Court; (6) Recent Trends in
Delinquency Case Processing Time; (7) Delay Reduction Efforts in Three Juvenile
Courts; (8) Conclusions; (9) References; Cases Cited; (10) Appendices. Charts and
tables.

Crime Prevention
Deterrence is a theory which claims that punishment is justified through
preventing future crimes, and is one of the oldest and most powerful theories
about punishment. The argument that punishment ought to secure crime reduction
occupies a central place in criminal justice policy and is the site for much debate.
Should the state deter offenders through the threat of punishment? What available
evidence is there about the effectiveness of deterrence? Is deterrence even
possible? This volume brings together the leading work on deterrence from the
dominant international figures in the field. Deterrence is examined from various
critical perspectives, including its diversity, relation with desert, the relation of
deterrence with incapacitation and prevention, the role deterrence has played in
debates over the death penalty, and deterrence and corporate crime.

Punishment and Deterrence
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Celerity, Capital Punishment, and Murder
Topical Bibliography
This anthology offers case studies on the deterrent effect of international criminal
tribunals in ten situations, six of which are International Criminal Court situations.
The case studies cover four different international tribunals. This gives a new
comparative perspective on the impact of international criminal law since the early
1990s. The book seeks to contribute to an important discourse on deterrence: on
how international criminal tribunals can assist in a global, co-operative effort to
prevent core international crimes. Thirteen authors draw on both quantitative and
qualitative factors to assess the rise and fall of criminality and perceptions of
deterrence amongst a wide variety of respondents. The studies are based on firsthand information where feasible. They are multi-disciplinary and holistic. Apart
from the two editors, the book has contributions by Evelyne Owiye Asaala, Olivia
Bueno, Dafi na Bucaj, Seydou Doumbia, Mackline Ingabire, Kasande Sarah Kihika,
Sladjana Lazic, Sharanjeet Parmar, Kounkin Augustin Som and Eleanor D.
Thompson. It presents concrete findings and recommendations to inform future
work of international criminal tribunals including the International Criminal Court.

Belief, Deterrence, and Marijuana Use
Crime in the United States has fluctuated considerably over the past thirty years,
as have the policy approaches to deal with it. During this time criminologists and
other scholars have helped to shed light on the role of incarceration, prevention,
drugs, guns, policing, and numerous other aspects to crime control. Yet the latest
research is rarely heard in public discussions and is often missing from the desks of
policymakers. This book accessibly summarizes the latest scientific information on
the causes of crime and evidence about what does and does not work to control it.
Thoroughly revised and updated, this new version of Crime and Public Policy will
include twenty chapters and five new substantial entries. As with previous editions,
each essay reviews the existing literature, discusses the methodological rigor of
the studies, identifies what policies and programs the studies suggest, and then
points to policies now implemented that fail to reflect the evidence. The chapters
cover the principle institutions of the criminal justice system (juvenile justice,
police, prisons, probation and parole, sentencing), how broader aspects of social
life inhibit or encourage crime (biology, schools, families, communities), and topics
currently generating a great deal of attention (criminal activities of gangs, sex
offenders, prisoner reentry, changing crime rates). With contributions from trusted,
leading scholars, Crime and Public Policy offers the most comprehensive and
balanced guide to how the latest and best social science research informs the
understanding of crime and its control for policymakers, community leaders, and
students of crime and criminal justice.

Deterrence, Choice, and Crime, Volume 23
Delays in Youth Justice
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Deterrence
The main objective of this book is to propose an alternative criminal opportunity
theory. The authors build upon social control and routine activities to develop a
dynamic, multi-contextual criminal opportunity theory. Emphasizing the
importance of contextual explanations of criminal acts, they propose two levels of
analysis: individual and environmental. At each level, the theory pivots on three
broad organizing constructs--offenders motivated to commit criminal acts, targets
such as persons or property suitable as objects of criminal acts, and the presence
or absence of individuals or other defensive mechanisms capable of serving as
guardians against criminal acts. Crime is profoundly real, possessing qualities that
make its occurrence and prevention pressing and persistent matters for individuals
and societies. Theory, in contrast, is seen as highly abstract and removed from the
seriousness of "real life." Theory almost seems to be a peculiar sport of an
academic class. The practically minded, even some academic criminologists, are
often perplexed by the seeming obsession some scholars have with theory, which,
after all, is nothing more than an explanation of facts. The practically minded,
seeing a compelling need to identify the crucial factors that could be used to
predict and prevent crime, wonder why anyone would invest precious time and
energy into speculating about the abstract, underlying details of why crime occurs
when and where it does. The authors contend that every intervention, prevention,
and policy is based on some theoretical explanation of the causes of human
behavior. The improvement of interventions, preventions, and policies is thus
directly related to the improvement of theoretical understandings of the abstract,
underlying details of the causes of crime. The development of explanations of
events, when properly done, is a crucial component to understanding and possibly
improving the "real world." This work does just that.

An Examination of Perceptual Variables in Deterrence
Criminology
Although the issue of offender decision-making pervades almost every discussion
of crime and law enforcement, only a few comprehensive texts cover and integrate
information about the role of decision-making in crime. The Oxford Handbook of
Offender Decision Making provide high-quality reviews of the main paradigms in
offender decision-making, such as rational choice theory and dual-process theory.
It contains up-to-date reviews of empirical research on decision-making in a wide
range of decision types including not only criminal initiation and desistance, but
also choice of locations, times, targets, victims, methods as well as large variety
crimes including homicide, robbery, domestic violence, burglary, street crime,
sexual crimes, and cybercrime. Lastly, it provides in-depth treatments of the major
methods used to study offender decision-making, including experiments,
observation studies, surveys, offender interviews, and simulations. Comprehensive
and authoritative, the Handbook will quickly become the primary source of
theoretical, methodological, and empirical knowledge about decision-making as it
relates to criminal behavior.
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Prisoner Reentry in the Era of Mass Incarceration
First Published in 1997. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

The Growth of Incarceration in the United States
The ability to deter rule violations is based on the certainty, celerity, and severity
of punishment for noncompliance; however, a disproportionate share of public
policies and program evaluations focus on severity. In this paper, we evaluate a
large-scale effort to significantly increase certainty and celerity of sanction for an
offense while keeping severity low: South Dakota's 24/7 Sobriety Program
(hereinafter, 24/7). 24/7 is a criminal justice intervention requiring those arrested
for or convicted of an alcohol-related offense (e.g., driving under the influence,
domestic violence) to abstain from alcohol and be tested for alcohol multiple times
per day. Those testing positive for alcohol or missing a test are subject to a swift,
certain, and moderate sanction, typically a night or two in jail. From 2005 through
February 2017, more than 30,000 unique South Dakotans participated in 24/7. To
estimate the causal effect of 24/7 on the probability of being arrested or having
probation revoked, we use program availability in a county as an instrument for
individual participation. The results show that 24/7 participation had a large effect
on criminal behavior: We estimate that the probability a 24/7 participant was
rearrested or had probation revoked 12 months after being arrested for driving
under the influence was 49 percent lower than that of non-participants (p = 0.002).
We also detected reductions at 24 and 36 months-35 percent (p = 0.013) and 26
percent (p = 0.009), respectively. These results provide evidence that it is possible
to create a credible and effective deterrent threat on a large scale by prioritizing
both certainty and celerity of sanction.

Could Quicker Executions Deter Homicides?
Recent Developments in Organized Crime Control Legislation
Many studies during the past few decades have sought to determine whether the
death penalty has any deterrent effect on homicide rates. Researchers have
reached widely varying, even contradictory, conclusions. Some studies have
concluded that the threat of capital punishment deters murders, saving large
numbers of lives; other studies have concluded that executions actually increase
homicides; still others, that executions have no effect on murder rates.
Commentary among researchers, advocates, and policymakers on the scientific
validity of the findings has sometimes been acrimonious. Against this backdrop,
the National Research Council report Deterrence and the Death Penalty assesses
whether the available evidence provides a scientific basis for answering questions
of if and how the death penalty affects homicide rates. This new report from the
Committee on Law and Justice concludes that research to date on the effect of
capital punishment on homicide rates is not useful in determining whether the
death penalty increases, decreases, or has no effect on these rates. The key
question is whether capital punishment is less or more effective as a deterrent
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without the possibility of
parole. Yet none of the research that has been done accounted for the possible
effect of noncapital punishments on homicide rates. The report recommends new
avenues of research that may provide broader insight into any deterrent effects
from both capital and noncapital punishments.

Two Steps Forward, One Step Back
The Oxford Handbook of Offender Decision Making
Deterrence and the Celerity of the Death Penalty
Deterrence and the Celerity of the Death Penalty
Deterrence, Choice, and Crime explores the various dimensions of modern
deterrence theory, relevant research, and practical applications. Beginning with
the classical roots of deterrence theory in Cesare Beccaria’s profoundly important
contributions to modern criminological thought, the book draws out the many
threads in contemporary criminology that are explicitly mentioned or at least
hinted by Beccaria. These include sanction risk perceptions and their behavioral
consequences, the deterrent efficacy of the certainty versus the severity of
punishment, the role of celerity of punishment in the deterrence process, informal
versus formal deterrence, and individual differences in deterrence. The richness of
the volume is seen in the inclusion of chapters that focus on the theoretical
development of deterrence across disciplines such as criminology and economics.
In an innovative section, the role of agents of deterrence is considered. Lessons
are learned from the practical applications of deterrence undertaken in the areas
of policing, corrections, and the community. The closing section includes Michael
Tonry’s "An Honest Politician’s Guide to Deterrence: Certainty, Severity, Celerity,
and Parsimony," a reminder of Beccaria’s dictum that "it is better to prevent
crimes than punish them." In the current environment, deterrence arguments are
routinely used to justify policies that do just the opposite. Ray Paternoster, who
contributed two chapters, passed away as this volume was being finalized.
Fittingly, this book is dedicated to him and ends with Alex Piquero’s poignant
remembrance of Ray, a path-breaking deterrence scholar, beloved mentor, and
ardent supporter of social justice. Suitable for researchers and graduate students
as well as for advanced courses in criminology, this book breaks new ground in
theorizing the effects of punishment and other sanctions on crime control.

Thinking About Crime
In Criminological Theories, the noted criminologist Ronald Akers provides thorough
description, discussion, and appraisal of the leading theories of crime/delinquent
behavior and law/criminal justice - the origin and history of each theory and its
contemporary developments and adherents. Akers offers a clear explanation of
each theory (the central concepts and hypotheses of each theory as well as critical
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and librarians, as well as general readers, will find this book a very useful tool and
will applaud its clear and understandable exposition of abstract concepts.

Deterrence, Choice, and Crime, Volume 23
Drawing from the aforementioned perspectives, I argue that whites will only be
deterred by how quickly white executions are carried out whereas blacks will be
deterred by the speed of both black and white executions. In particular, I assess
whether blacks and whites are equally responsive to how quickly executions are
carried out, as well as, whether the effect of celerity varies with the race of the
executed.

An Introduction to Criminological Theory
As crime rates inexorably rose during the tumultuous years of the 1970s, disputes
over how to handle the violence sweeping the nation quickly escalated. James Q.
Wilson redefined the public debate by offering a brilliant and provocative new
argument—that criminal activity is largely rational and shaped by the rewards and
penalties it offers—and forever changed the way Americans think about crime.
Now with a new foreword by the prominent scholar and best-selling author Charles
Murray, this revised edition of Thinking About Crime introduces a new generation
of readers to the theories and ideas that have been so influential in shaping the
American justice system.

Canadian Journal of Criminology
This fully updated book reflects the most recent changes that have taken place
within the study of criminal and deviant behavior. Now with a greater slant on
crime, it presents timely discussions on theory, research and policy, and rounds
out coverage with illuminating historical and comparative research examples.
Organizes chapters theoretically and provides a multiview perspective for a sound,
balanced treatment, with a solid integration of theory, research, and social policy
throughout. Emphasizes 'crime' as a specific form of deviance, and now uses
actual research examples vs. an encyclopedic review of research to add dimension
and reinforce understanding. Extensively revises discussions on theory, research
and policy to incorporate the most current information available. Visually supports
material with diagrams, boxed research illustrations, tables, graphs, and maps. For
professors of sociology and criminal justice.

Capital Punishment in the United States
This book provides an overview of police-community relations. First, this book
examines elderly people and some of their concerns. To best serve the public, the
police must understand the concerns of the public. Second, this book discusses
various criminal theories and their limitations. Theories are effective for
understanding problems and for solving the problems. However, every theory has
a limitation. Third, this book discusses ethical systems and police department
orientations, which are used to judge good police officer behavior. Fourth, this
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individuals. Fifth, this book discusses hot spots, crime prevention through
environmental design, community policing, and community intervention. Finally,
this book discusses how to estimate the implementation of a police-community
relations program and provides several examples of how to evaluate a program via
academic research.

Perspectives on Crime and Deviance
While serving in United Nations peacekeeping missions, some peacekeepers
sexually exploit and abuse the local population, a fact which erupted into a scandal
published by many media outlets in 2005 and 2006. This book analyzes factors
which may increase the risk of such behavior as well as measures the UN has
taken which may have decreased the number of incidents. Using a mixed methods
design, the book argues that previous analyses have been largely
undertheorized—with the exception of gender theories—and turns to criminology
to look at the phenomenon of so-called “Sexual Exploitation and Abuse” (SEA) in a
new light. The three risk factors found to increase the likelihood of SEAs are an
environment of sexual violence in the mission’s host country, the presence of
internally displaced persons close to the mission, and a lack of supervised or
regulated contact with the local population. In turn, the presence of an office
whose purpose is to collect reports and investigate allegations, training on
preventing SEAs for the incoming peacekeepers, and campaigns to empower the
local population on these issues all seem to reduce the risk of sexual exploitation
and abuse occurring. By using a statistical analysis followed by case studies of the
UN peacekeeping missions in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Liberia, and
the Golan Heights, the author demonstrates the importance these factors have in
the peacekeepers’ behavior on the mission, providing a solid basis upon which
future policy recommendations can be made.

Abstracts on Police Science
Criminological Theories
Sexual Exploitation and Abuse in UN Peacekeeping
Understanding and Improving Prisoner Reentry Outcomes Prisoner Reentry is an
engaging and comprehensive examination of prisoner reentry and how to improve
public safety, well-being, and justice in the “era of mass incarceration.” Renowned
authors Daniel P. Mears and Joshua C. Cochran investigate historical trends in
incarceration and punishment policy, the salience of in-prison and post-prison
contexts and experiences for reentry, and the importance of understanding group
differences in offending, punishment, and social context. Using extensive reliance
on both theory and empirical research, the authors identify how reentry reflects
criminal justice policy in America and, at the same time, has profound implications
for crime prevention and justice. Readers will develop a diverse foundation for
current policies, identify the implications of reentry for families, community, and
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Criminal Circumstance
Deterrence and the Death Penalty
Since the crime explosion of the 1960s, the prison population in the United States
has multiplied fivefold, to one prisoner for every hundred adults--a rate
unprecedented in American history and unmatched anywhere in the world. Even as
the prisoner head count continues to rise, crime has stopped falling, and poor
people and minorities still bear the brunt of both crime and punishment. When
Brute Force Fails explains how we got into the current trap and how we can get out
of it: to cut both crime and the prison population in half within a decade. Mark
Kleiman demonstrates that simply locking up more people for lengthier terms is no
longer a workable crime-control strategy. But, says Kleiman, there has been a
revolution--largely unnoticed by the press--in controlling crime by means other
than brute-force incarceration: substituting swiftness and certainty of punishment
for randomized severity, concentrating enforcement resources rather than
dispersing them, communicating specific threats of punishment to specific
offenders, and enforcing probation and parole conditions to make community
corrections a genuine alternative to incarceration. As Kleiman shows, "zero
tolerance" is nonsense: there are always more offenses than there is punishment
capacity. But, it is possible--and essential--to create focused zero tolerance, by
clearly specifying the rules and then delivering the promised sanctions every time
the rules are broken. Brute-force crime control has been a costly mistake, both
socially and financially. Now that we know how to do better, it would be immoral
not to put that knowledge to work.

When Brute Force Fails
A Bibliography on General Deterrence
Deterrence of the Drinking Driver
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