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Recollections of My Nonexistence
Bestselling author Rebecca Solnit reminds us that activism has changed the world
in remarkable ways.
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Hollow City
Reporting from the front lines of gentrification in San Francisco, Rebecca Solnit and
Susan Schwartzenberg sound a warning bell to all urban residents. Wealth is just
as capable of ravaging cities as poverty.

The Long Loneliness
"An exemplary biography—exhaustively researched, fair-minded and easy to read.
It can nestle on the same shelf as David McCullough’s Truman, a high compliment
indeed." —The Wall Street Journal The definitive biography of Herbert Hoover, one
of the most remarkable Americans of the twentieth century—a wholly original
account that will forever change the way Americans understand the man, his
presidency, his battle against the Great Depression, and their own history. An
impoverished orphan who built a fortune. A great humanitarian. A president
elected in a landslide and then resoundingly defeated four years later. Arguably
the father of both New Deal liberalism and modern conservatism, Herbert Hoover
lived one of the most extraordinary American lives of the twentieth century. Yet
however astonishing, his accomplishments are often eclipsed by the perception
that Hoover was inept and heartless in the face of the Great Depression. Now,
Kenneth Whyte vividly recreates Hoover’s rich and dramatic life in all its complex
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glory. He follows Hoover through his Iowa boyhood, his cutthroat business career,
his brilliant rescue of millions of lives during World War I and the 1927 Mississippi
floods, his misconstrued presidency, his defeat at the hands of a ruthless Franklin
Roosevelt, his devastating years in the political wilderness, his return to grace as
Truman's emissary to help European refugees after World War II, and his final
vindication in the days of Kennedy's "New Frontier." Ultimately, Whyte brings to
light Hoover’s complexities and contradictions—his modesty and ambition, his
ruthlessness and extreme generosity—as well as his profound political legacy.
Hoover: An Extraordinary Life in Extraordinary Times is the epic, poignant story of
the deprived boy who, through force of will, made himself the most accomplished
figure in the land, and who experienced a range of achievements and failures
unmatched by any American of his, or perhaps any, era. Here, for the first time, is
the definitive biography that fully captures the colossal scale of Hoover’s
momentous life and volatile times.

Rising Tide
Recounts the author's travels in Ireland, with reflections on the microcosm of Irish
history, with its invasions, colonization, emigration, nomadism, and tourism

The Knowledge
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A collection of feminist essays steeped in “Solnit’s unapologetically observant and
truth-speaking voice on toxic, violent masculinity” (The Los Angeles Review). In a
timely and incisive follow-up to her national bestseller Men Explain Things to Me,
Rebecca Solnit offers sharp commentary on women who refuse to be silenced,
misogynistic violence, the fragile masculinity of the literary canon, the gender
binary, the recent history of rape jokes, and much more. In characteristic style,
“Solnit draw[s] anecdotes of female indignity or male aggression from history,
social media, literature, popular culture, and the news . . . The main essay in the
book is about the various ways that women are silenced, and Solnit focuses upon
the power of storytelling—the way that who gets to speak, and about what, shapes
how a society understands itself and what it expects from its members. The Mother
of All Questions poses the thesis that telling women’s stories to the world will
change the way that the world treats women, and it sets out to tell as many of
those stories as possible” (The New Yorker). “There’s a new feminist
revolution—open to people of all genders—brewing right now and Rebecca Solnit is
one of its most powerful, not to mention beguiling, voices.”—Barbara Ehrenreich,
New York Times–bestselling author of Natural Causes “Short, incisive essays that
pack a powerful punch.” —Publishers Weekly “A keen and timely commentary on
gender and feminism. Solnit’s voice is calm, clear, and unapologetic; each essay
balances a warm wit with confident, thoughtful analysis, resulting in a collection
that is as enjoyable and accessible as it is incisive.” —Booklist
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This Is the Story of a Happy Marriage
This Is the Story of a Happy Marriage is an irresistible blend of literature and
memoir revealing the big experiences and little moments that shaped Ann Patchett
as a daughter, wife, friend and writer. Here, Ann Patchett shares entertaining and
moving stories about her tumultuous childhood, her painful early divorce, the
excitement of selling her first book, driving a Winnebago from Montana to
Yellowstone Park, her joyous discovery of opera, scaling a six-foot wall in order to
join the Los Angeles Police Department, the gradual loss of her beloved
grandmother, starting her own bookshop in Nashville, her love for her very special
dog and, of course, her eventual happy marriage. This Is the Story of a Happy
Marriage is a memoir both wide ranging and deeply personal, overflowing with
close observation and emotional wisdom, told with wit, honesty and irresistible
warmth.

The Shambhala Principle
The thrilling, cinematic story of a community shattered by disaster—and the
extraordinary woman who helped pull it back together “An intimate, moving story
about our capacity to care for one another when things fall apart—and, just maybe,
on all the ordinary days, too.”—Elizabeth Gilbert In the spring of 1964, Anchorage,
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Alaska, was a modern-day frontier town yearning to be a metropolis—the largest,
proudest city in a state that was still brand-new. But just before sundown on Good
Friday, the community was jolted by the most powerful earthquake in American
history, a catastrophic 9.2 on the Richter Scale. For four and a half minutes, the
ground lurched and rolled. Streets cracked open and swallowed buildings whole.
And once the shaking stopped, night fell and Anchorage went dark. The city was in
disarray and sealed off from the outside world. Slowly, people switched on their
transistor radios and heard a familiar woman’s voice explaining what had just
happened and what to do next. Genie Chance was a part-time radio reporter and
working mother who would play an unlikely role in the wake of the disaster,
helping to put her fractured community back together. Her tireless broadcasts over
the next three days would transform her into a legendary figure in Alaska and
bring her fame worldwide—but only briefly. That Easter weekend in Anchorage,
Genie and a cast of endearingly eccentric characters—from a mountaineering
psychologist to the local community theater group staging Our Town—were thrown
into a jumbled world they could not recognize. Together, they would make a home
in it again. Drawing on thousands of pages of unpublished documents, interviews
with survivors, and original broadcast recordings, This Is Chance! is the hopeful,
gorgeously told story of a single catastrophic weekend and proof of our collective
strength in a turbulent world. There are moments when reality instantly
changes—when the life we assume is stable gets upended by pure chance. This Is
Chance! is an electrifying and lavishly empathetic portrayal of one community
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rising above the randomness, a real-life fable of human connection withstanding
chaos.

American Disasters
An American epic of science, politics, race, honor, high society, and the Mississippi
River, Rising Tide tells the riveting and nearly forgotten story of the greatest
natural disaster this country has ever known -- the Mississippi flood of 1927. The
river inundated the homes of nearly one million people, helped elect Huey Long
governor and made Herbert Hoover president, drove hundreds of thousands of
blacks north, and transformed American society and politics forever. A New York
Times Notable Book of the Year, winner of the Southern Book Critics Circle Award
and the Lillian Smith Award.

Hoover
A multidisciplinary compilation of nineteen incisive essays ranges from the
formality of traditional art criticism to intimate, lyrical meditations as they explore
nuclear test sites, the meaning of national borders and geographical features, and
the idea of the feminine and the sublime.
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Pandemic Solidarity
In times of crisis, when institutions of power are laid bare, people turn to one
another. Pandemic Solidarity collects firsthand experiences from around the world
of people creating their own narratives of solidarity and mutual aid in the time of
the global crisis of Covid-19.The world's media was quick to weave a narrative of
selfish individualism, full of empty supermarket shelves and con-men. However, if
you scratch the surface, you find a different story of community and self-sacrifice.
Looking at thirteen countries and regions, including India, Rojava, China and the
US, the personal accounts in the book weave together to create a larger picture,
revealing a universality of experience - a housewife in Istanbul supports her
neighbour in the same way as a punk in Portland, and a grandmother in Italy
does.Moving beyond the present, these stories reveal what an alternative society
could look like, and reflect the skills and relationships we already have to create
that society, challenging institutions of power that have already shown their
fragility.

The Perfect Vehicle: What It Is About Motorcycles
The incomparable Rebecca Solnit, author of more than a dozen acclaimed,
prizewinning books of nonfiction, brings the same dazzling writing to the essays in
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Encyclopedia of Trouble and Spaciousness. As the title suggests, the territory of
Solnit’s concerns is vast, and in her signature alchemical style she combines
commentary on history, justice, war and peace, and explorations of place, art, and
community, all while writing with the lyricism of a poet to achieve incandescence
and wisdom. Gathered here are celebrated iconic essays along with little-known
pieces that create a powerful survey of the world we live in, from the jungles of the
Zapatistas in Mexico to the splendors of the Arctic. This rich collection tours places
as diverse as Haiti and Iceland; movements like Occupy Wall Street and the Arab
Spring; an original take on the question of who did Henry David Thoreau’s laundry;
and a searching look at what the hatred of country music really means. Solnit
moves nimbly from Orwell to Elvis, to contemporary urban gardening to 1970s
California macramé and punk rock, and on to searing questions about the
environment, freedom, family, class, work, and friendship. It’s no wonder she’s
been compared in Bookforum to Susan Sontag and Annie Dillard and in the San
Francisco Chronicle to Joan Didion. The Encyclopedia of Trouble and Spaciousness
proves Rebecca Solnit worthy of the accolades and honors she’s received. Rarely
can a reader find such penetrating critiques of our time and its failures leavened
with such generous heapings of hope. Solnit looks back to history and the progress
of political movements to find an antidote to despair in what many feel as lost
causes. In its encyclopedic reach and its generous compassion, Solnit’s collection
charts a way through the thickets of our complex social and political worlds. Her
essays are a beacon for readers looking for alternative ideas in these imperiled
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times.

A Paradise Built in Hell
The author of Men Explain Things to Me explores the moments of altruism and
generosity that arise in the aftermath of disaster Why is it that in the aftermath of
a disaster? whether manmade or natural?people suddenly become altruistic,
resourceful, and brave? What makes the newfound communities and purpose
many find in the ruins and crises after disaster so joyous? And what does this joy
reveal about ordinarily unmet social desires and possibilities? In A Paradise Built in
Hell, award-winning author Rebecca Solnit explores these phenomena, looking at
major calamities from the 1906 earthquake in San Francisco through the 1917
explosion that tore up Halifax, Nova Scotia, the 1985 Mexico City earthquake, 9/11,
and Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans. She examines how disaster throws people
into a temporary utopia of changed states of mind and social possibilities, as well
as looking at the cost of the widespread myths and rarer real cases of social
deterioration during crisis. This is a timely and important book from an acclaimed
author whose work consistently locates unseen patterns and meanings in broad
cultural histories.

The Doctor of Aleppo
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While working in the ancient Silk Road city of Aleppo, American Hannah Johnson
and her Swedish lover Oskar are drawn into the mounting turbulence of the
impending Syrian civil war. After Oskar is wounded at a street protest one evening,
he and Hannah cross paths with Dr. Samir Hasan, a renowned surgeon. As the
protests swell into all-out war, Dr. Hasan tends not only to Oskar, but also risks his
life, his practice, and his family to tend to a nephew the government has branded
an insurgent. Dr. Hasan’s humanitarian activities come to the attention of a
vengeful, Javert-like secret police officer whose son’s death on Dr. Hasan’s watch
triggers a series of events that will drag Hannah and Oskar deeper into the war and
put Hannah and Dr. Hasan in the officer’s crosshairs. Both intimate and sweeping
in scope, The Doctor of Aleppo lends insight into how the most brutal, devastating
war of the twenty-first century is mirrored on the personal scale, leaving scars that
can never be healed.

Paradise Lost
A fireman in charge of burning books meets a revolutionary school teacher who
dares to read. Depicts a future world in which all printed reading material is
burned.

A Paradise Built in Hell
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Examines the principles of Shambhala to reveal the inherent goodness of humanity
and explain how readers can rediscover inner peace through compatible practices
of meditation.

Savage Dreams
"A beautiful, absorbing, tragic book."—Larry McMurtry In 1851, a war began in
what would become Yosemite National Park, a war against the indigenous
inhabitants. A century later–in 1951–and a hundred and fifty miles away, another
war began when the U.S. government started setting off nuclear bombs at the
Nevada Test Site. It was called a nuclear testing program, but functioned as a war
against the land and people of the Great Basin. In this foundational book of
landscape theory and environmental thinking, Rebecca Solnit explores our national
Eden and Armageddon and offers a pathbreaking history of the west, focusing on
the relationship between culture and its implementation as politics. In a new
preface, she considers the continuities and changes of these invisible wars in the
context of our current climate change crisis, and reveals how the long arm of these
histories continue to inspire her writing and hope.

The House of Sundering Flames
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A stimulating exploration of wandering, being lost, and the uses of the unknown
from the author of Recollections of My Nonexistence Written as a series of
autobiographical essays, A Field Guide to Getting Lost draws on emblematic
moments and relationships in Rebecca Solnit's life to explore issues of uncertainty,
trust, loss, memory, desire, and place. Solnit is interested in the stories we use to
navigate our way through the world, and the places we traverse, from wilderness
to cities, in finding ourselves, or losing ourselves. While deeply personal, her own
stories link up to larger stories, from captivity narratives of early Americans to the
use of the color blue in Renaissance painting, not to mention encounters with
tortoises, monks, punk rockers, mountains, deserts, and the movie Vertigo. The
result is a distinctive, stimulating voyage of discovery.

Crow and Weasel
Feminist essays for the #MeToo era from “the voice of the resistance,” the
international bestselling author of Men Explain Things to Me (The New York Times
Magazine). Who gets to shape the narrative of our times? The current moment is a
battle royale over that foundational power, one in which women, people of color,
non-straight people are telling other versions, and white people and men and
particularly white men are trying to hang onto the old versions and their own
centrality. In Whose Story Is This? Rebecca Solnit appraises what’s emerging and
why it matters and what the obstacles are. Praise for Rebecca Solnit and her
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essays “Rebecca Solnit is essential feminist reading.” —The New Republic “In
these times of political turbulence and an increasingly rabid and scrofulous
commentariat, the sanity, wisdom and clarity of Rebecca Solnit’s writing is a
forceful corrective. Whose Story Is This? is a scorchingly intelligent collection about
the struggle to control narratives in the internet age.” —The Guardian “Solnit’s
passionate, shrewd, and hopeful critiques are a road map for positive change.”
—Kirkus Reviews “Solnit’s exquisite essays move between the political and the
personal, the intellectual and the earthy.” —Elle “Rebecca Solnit reasserts herself
here as one of the most astute cultural critics in progressive discourse.”
—Publishers Weekly “No writer has better understood the mix of fear and
possibility, peril and exuberance that’s marked this new millennium.” —Bill
McKibben, founder of 350.org

River of Shadows
A passionate, thought provoking exploration of walking as a political and cultural
activity, from the author of the memoir Recollections of My Nonexistence Drawing
together many histories--of anatomical evolution and city design, of treadmills and
labyrinths, of walking clubs and sexual mores--Rebecca Solnit creates a fascinating
portrait of the range of possibilities presented by walking. Arguing that the history
of walking includes walking for pleasure as well as for political, aesthetic, and
social meaning, Solnit focuses on the walkers whose everyday and extreme acts
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have shaped our culture, from philosophers to poets to mountaineers. She profiles
some of the most significant walkers in history and fiction--from Wordsworth to
Gary Snyder, from Jane Austen's Elizabeth Bennet to Andre Breton's Nadja--finding
a profound relationship between walking and thinking and walking and culture.
Solnit argues for the necessity of preserving the time and space in which to walk in
our ever more car-dependent and accelerated world.

The Mother of All Questions
“What would the world look like if girls grew up reading fairytales made from the
magic they carry inside themselves? Breathtakingly beautiful, is what.” —Lidia
Yuknavich, national bestselling author In her debut children’s book, Rebecca Solnit
reimagines a classic fairytale with a fresh, feminist Cinderella and new plot twists
that will inspire young readers to change the world, featuring gorgeous silhouettes
from Arthur Rackham on each page. In this modern twist on the classic story,
Cinderella, who would rather just be Ella, meets her fairy godmother, goes to a
ball, and makes friends with a prince. But that is where the familiar story ends.
Instead of waiting to be rescued, Cinderella learns that she can save herself and
those around her by being true to herself and standing up for what she believes.
“Being a princess is absolutely fine if that’s what you choose. It’s having those
choices taken away from you that make for big problems. Cinderella in Solnit’s
book is given that choice. She’s allowed to say what her dreams are, and then she
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goes out and attains them. And they’re not huge ridiculous dreams but small,
happy, manageable ones. Ultimately, that’s the gift Ms. Solnit is giving kids with
this book.” —School Library Journal “This is a reminder of hope and possibility, of
kindness and compassion, and—perhaps most salient—imagination and liberty.
Through the imaginations of our childhoods, can we find our true selves liberated
in adulthood?” —Chelsea Handler “This is, hands down, a wonderful book—one
that even the jaded reader will clasp upon completion with a contented sigh.”
—The New York Times

Cinderella Liberator
An anthology of nearly forty essays, representing the author's work over the past
ten years, offers an insightful overview of American politics, current affairs, culture,
society, and history, written from the perspective of a noted environmentalist, antiglobalization activist, and public intellectual. By the author of A Field Guide to
Getting Lost.

Rag and Bone
During World War II a community called Manzanar was hastily created in the high
mountain desert country of California, east of the Sierras. Its purpose was to house
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thousands of Japanese American internees. One of the first families to arrive was
the Wakatsukis, who were ordered to leave their fishing business in Long Beach
and take with them only the belongings they could carry. For Jeanne Wakatsuki, a
seven-year-old child, Manzanar became a way of life in which she struggled and
adapted, observed and grew. For her father it was essentially the end of his life. At
age thirty-seven, Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston recalls life at Manzanar through the
eyes of the child she was. She tells of her fear, confusion, and bewilderment as
well as the dignity and great resourcefulness of people in oppressive and
demeaning circumstances. Written with her husband, Jeanne delivers a powerful
first-person account that reveals her search for the meaning of Manzanar. Farewell
to Manzanar has become a staple of curriculum in schools and on campuses across
the country. Last year the San Francisco Chronicle named it one of the twentieth
century’s 100 best nonfiction books from west of the Rockies. First published in
1973, this new edition of the classic memoir of a devastating Japanese American
experience includes an inspiring afterword by the authors.

13 Ways to Kill Your Community 2nd Edition
A compelling autobiographical testament to the spiritual pilgrimage of a woman
who, in her own words, dedicated herself "to bring[ing] about the kind of society
where it is easier to be good.''
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Men Explain Things to Me
A definitive, mind-changing history of the October Crisis and the events leading up
to it, publishing in paperback for the 50th anniversary of the Crisis. The first bombs
exploded in Montreal in the spring of 1963, and over the next seven years there
were hundreds more bombings, many bank robberies, six murders and, in October
1970, the kidnappings of a British diplomat and a Quebec cabinet minister. The
perpetrators were members of the Front de libération du Québec, dedicated to
establishing a sovereign and socialist Quebec. Half a century on, we should have
reached some clear understanding of what led to the October Crisis. Instead, too
much attention has been paid to the Crisis and not enough to the years preceding
it. Most of those who have written about the FLQ have been ardent nationalists,
committed sovereigntists or former terrorists. They tell us that the authorities
should have negotiated with the kidnappers and contend that Jean Drapeau's
administration and the governments of Robert Bourassa and Pierre Trudeau
created the October Crisis by invoking the War Measures Act. Using new research
and interviews, D'Arcy Jenish tells the complete story--starting from the spring of
1963. This gripping narrative by a veteran journalist and master storyteller will
change forever the way we view this dark chapter in Canadian history.

Fahrenheit 451
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The National Book Critics Circle Award–winning author delivers a collection of
essays that serve as the perfect “antidote to mansplaining” (The Stranger). In her
comic, scathing essay “Men Explain Things to Me,” Rebecca Solnit took on what
often goes wrong in conversations between men and women. She wrote about
men who wrongly assume they know things and wrongly assume women don’t,
about why this arises, and how this aspect of the gender wars works, airing some
of her own hilariously awful encounters. She ends on a serious note— because the
ultimate problem is the silencing of women who have something to say, including
those saying things like, “He’s trying to kill me!” This book features that nowclassic essay with six perfect complements, including an examination of the great
feminist writer Virginia Woolf’s embrace of mystery, of not knowing, of doubt and
ambiguity, a highly original inquiry into marriage equality, and a terrifying survey
of the scope of contemporary violence against women. “In this series of personal
but unsentimental essays, Solnit gives succinct shorthand to a familiar female
experience that before had gone unarticulated, perhaps even unrecognized.”
—The New York Times “Essential feminist reading.” —The New Republic “This slim
book hums with power and wit.” —Boston Globe “Solnit tackles big themes of
gender and power in these accessible essays. Honest and full of wit, this is an
integral read that furthers the conversation on feminism and contemporary
society.” —San Francisco Chronicle “Essential.” —Marketplace “Feminist,
frequently funny, unflinchingly honest and often scathing in its conclusions.”
—Salon
Page 19/30

Get Free A Paradise Built In Hell The Extraordinary Communities That Arise
Disaster Rebecca Solnit
The Making of the October Crisis
What makes a place? Rebecca Solnit reinvents the traditional atlas, searching for
layers of meaning & connections of experience across San Francisco.

Call Them by Their True Names
"A marvel: a memoir that details her awakening as a feminist, an environmentalist,
and a citizen of the world. Every single sentence is exquisite." --Maris Kreizman,
Vulture An electric portrait of the artist as a young woman that asks how a writer
finds her voice in a society that prefers women to be silent In Recollections of My
Nonexistence, Rebecca Solnit describes her formation as a writer and as a feminist
in 1980s San Francisco, in an atmosphere of gender violence on the street and
throughout society and the exclusion of women from cultural arenas. She tells of
being poor, hopeful, and adrift in the city that became her great teacher; of the
small apartment that, when she was nineteen, became the home in which she
transformed herself; of how punk rock gave form and voice to her own fury and
explosive energy. Solnit recounts how she came to recognize the epidemic of
violence against women around her, the street harassment that unsettled her, the
trauma that changed her, and the authority figures who routinely disdained and
disbelieved girls and women, including her. Looking back, she sees all these as
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consequences of the voicelessness that was and still is the ordinary condition of
women, and how she contended with that while becoming a writer and a public
voice for women's rights. She explores the forces that liberated her as a person
and as a writer--books themselves, the gay men around her who offered other
visions of what gender, family, and joy could be, and her eventual arrival in the
spacious landscapes and overlooked conflicts of the American West. These
influences taught her how to write in the way she has ever since, and gave her a
voice that has resonated with and empowered many others.

A Book of Migrations
2013 Book Award Winner from the International Research Society in Children's
Literature 2012 Outstanding Book Award Winner from the Association for Theatre
in Higher Education 2012 Winner of the Lois P. Rudnick Book Prize presented by
the New England American Studies Association 2012 Runner-Up, John Hope
Franklin Publication Prize presented by the American Studies Association 2012
Honorable Mention, Distinguished Book Award presented by the Society for the
Study of American Women Writers Part of the American Literatures Initiative Series
Beginning in the mid nineteenth century in America, childhood became
synonymous with innocence—a reversal of the previously-dominant Calvinist belief
that children were depraved, sinful creatures. As the idea of childhood innocence
took hold, it became racialized: popular culture constructed white children as
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innocent and vulnerable while excluding black youth from these qualities. Actors,
writers, and visual artists then began pairing white children with African American
adults and children, thus transferring the quality of innocence to a variety of racialpolitical projects—a dynamic that Robin Bernstein calls “racial innocence.” This
phenomenon informed racial formation from the mid nineteenth century through
the early twentieth. Racial Innocence takes up a rich archive including books, toys,
theatrical props, and domestic knickknacks which Bernstein analyzes as “scriptive
things” that invite or prompt historically-located practices while allowing for
resistance and social improvisation. Integrating performance studies with literary
and visual analysis, Bernstein offers singular readings of theatrical productions
from blackface minstrelsy to Uncle Tom’s Cabin to The Wonderful Wizard of Oz;
literary works by Joel Chandler Harris, Harriet Wilson, and Frances Hodgson
Burnett; material culture including Topsy pincushions, Uncle Tom and Little Eva
handkerchiefs, and Raggedy Ann dolls; and visual texts ranging from fine
portraiture to advertisements for lard substitute. Throughout, Bernstein shows how
“innocence” gradually became the exclusive province of white children—until the
Civil Rights Movement succeeded not only in legally desegregating public spaces,
but in culturally desegregating the concept of childhood itself. Check out the
author's blog for the book here.

Hope in the Dark
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A companion to A Field Guide for Getting Lost explores the ways that people
construct lives from stories and connect to each other through empathy, narrative
and imagination, sharing illustrative anecdotes about historical figures and
members of her own family. By the National Book Critics Circle Award-winning
author of River of Shadows.

Storming the Gates of Paradise
First published by Penguin Press in hardcover as The knowledge: how to rebuild
our world from scratch, 2014.

Whose Story Is This?
"This book, a polished, winding meditation on the theory and fractiousness of
motorcycles, celebrates both their eccentric history and the wary pleasures of
touring."—The New Yorker In a book that is "a must for anyone who has loved a
motorcycle" (Oliver Sacks), Melissa Pierson captures in vivid, writerly prose the
mysterious attractions of motorcycling. She sifts through myth and hyperbole:
misrepresentations about danger, about the type of people who ride and why they
do so. The Perfect Vehicle is not a mere recitation of facts, nor is it a polemic or
apologia. Its vivid historical accounts-the beginnings of the machine, the often
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hidden tradition of women who ride, the tale of the defiant ones who taunt death
on the racetrack-are intertwined with Pierson's own story, which, in itself, shows
that although you may think you know what kind of person rides a motorcycle, you
probably don't.

Wanderlust
A collection of the year’s best essays selected by Robert Atwan and guest editor
Rebecca Solnit. “Essays are restless literature, trying to find out how things fit
together, how we can think about two things at once, how the personal and the
public can inform each other, how two overtly dissimilar things share a secret
kinship,” contends Rebecca Solnit in her introduction. From lost languages and
extinct species to life-affirming cosmologies and literary myths that offer cold
comfort, the personal and the public collide in The Best American Essays 2019.
This searching, necessary collection grapples with what has preoccupied us in the
past year—sexual politics, race, violence, invasive technologies—and yet, in
reading for the book, Solnit also found “how discovery can be a deep pleasure.”
The Best American Essays 2019 includes Michelle Alexander, Jabari Asim,
Alexander Chee, Masha Gessen, Jean Guerrero, Elizabeth Kolbert, Terese Marie
Mailhot, Jia Tolentino, and others.
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This Is Chance!
Explores the phenomenon through which people become resourceful and altruistic
after a disaster and communities reflect a shared sense of purpose, analyzing
events ranging from the 1906 San Francisco earthquake to Hurricane Katrina.

The Encyclopedia of Trouble and Spaciousness
Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award for Criticism and the Mark Lynton
History Prize Through the story of the pioneering photographer Eadweard
Muybridge, the author of Recollections of My Nonexistence explores what it was
about California in the late 19th-century that enabled it to become such a center of
technological and cultural innovation The world as we know it today began in
California in the late 1800s, and Eadweard Muybridge had a lot to do with it. This
striking assertion is at the heart of Rebecca Solnit’s new book, which weaves
together biography, history, and fascinating insights into art and technology to
create a boldly original portrait of America on the threshold of modernity. The story
of Muybridge—who in 1872 succeeded in capturing high-speed motion
photographically—becomes a lens for a larger story about the acceleration and
industrialization of everyday life. Solnit shows how the peculiar freedoms and
opportunities of post–Civil War California led directly to the two
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industries—Hollywood and Silicon Valley—that have most powerfully defined
contemporary society.

Infinite City
"Whether you are a municipal councillor, a business owner, a volunteer or a citizenat-large this book will provide you with easy and direct strategies to help your
community, while also showing you the prevalent attitudes that sabotage success
and what to do to overcome those attitudes. It doesn't matter if you want to make
improvements in community healthcare, education, infrastructure, economic
development, youth or seniors quality of life, or how welcoming your community is
to outsiders this book is for you. 13 Ways is a book for those concerned about the
future of their community and are looking for answers on how to find success."--

Farewell to Manzanar
“[A] call to arms that takes on a range of social and political problems in
America—from racism and misogyny to climate change and Donald Trump” (Poets
& Writers). National Book Award Longlist Winner of the Kirkus Prize for Nonfiction
Winner of the Foreword INDIE Editor’s Choice Prize for Nonfiction Rebecca Solnit is
the author of more than twenty books, including the international bestseller Men
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Explain Things to Me. Called “the voice of the resistance” by the New York Times,
she has emerged as an essential guide to our times, through incisive commentary
on feminism, violence, ecology, hope, and everything in between. In this powerful
and wide-ranging collection of essays, Solnit turns her attention to the war at
home. This is a war, she says, “with so many casualties that we should call it by its
true name, this war with so many dead by police, by violent ex-husbands and
partners and lovers, by people pursuing power and profit at the point of a gun or
just shooting first and figuring out who they hit later.” To get to the root of these
American crises, she contends that “to acknowledge this state of war is to admit
the need for peace,” countering the despair of our age with a dose of solidarity,
creativity, and hope. “Solnit’s exquisite essays move between the political and the
personal, the intellectual and the earthy.” —Elle “Solnit is careful with her words
(she always is) but never so much that she mutes the infuriated spirit that drives
these essays.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Solnit [is] a powerful cultural
critic: as always, she opts for measured assessment and pragmatism over hype
and hysteria.” —Publishers Weekly “Essential reading for anyone living in America
today.” —The Brooklyn Rail

A Field Guide to Getting Lost
Crow and Weasel, two young men from the northern plains, set out to tracel father
than their people have ever traveled, crossing rivers and mountains, encountering
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danger, and learning the meaning of friendship.

As Eve Said to the Serpent
Paradise Lost is an epic poem in twelve books, in English heroic verse without
rhyme, by John Milton (C. P. P.) and was published in 1667. The subject is the fall of
man, and the expulsion from Paradise.

The Faraway Nearby
The white-hot conclusion to the Dominion of the Fallen trilogy by the multi-awardwinning author The Great Houses of Paris—headed by Fallen angels and
magicians—have co-existed in fragile peace. When a powerful explosion razes
House Harrier, old alliances are torn apart and a race begins to fill the power void.
Thuan, the beleaguered dragon head of House Hawthorn, finds a war on his
doorstep. Aurore, once cast out by Harrier and almost beaten to death, seeks
power to protect her family—and must venture back to her former home. And, in
the ruins of House Harrier, Emmanuelle desperately tries to piece together her
fragmented memories of the explosion. But beneath House Harrier awaits a fiery
magic that hungers for destruction. And it is time for Houses and Houseless to
stand together—or be engulfed in flames
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The Best American Essays 2019
From relics of Georgian empire-building and slave-trading, through Victorian
London's barged-out refuse to 1980s fly-tipping and the pervasiveness of presentday plastics, Rag and Bone traces the story of our rubbish, and, through it, our
history of consumption. In a series of beachcombing and mudlarking walks beginning in the Thames in central London, then out to the Kentish estuary and
eventually the sea around Cornwall - Lisa Woollett also tells the story of her family,
a number of whom made their living from London's waste, and who made a similar
journey downriver from the centre of the city to the sea. A beautifully written but
urgent mixture of social history, family memoir and nature writing, Rag and Bone is
a book about what we can learn from what we've thrown away - and a call to think
more about what we leave behind.
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